
Renew My Church: Announcing The Naming Process 

 

Dear St. Mary and St. Nicholas Parishioners, 

  

We are excited to announce that the naming process will begin for our 

combined parishes. We will begin to take suggestions on the weekend of 

August 13-14. On these days during all Sunday masses there will be sug-

gestion sheets available in the bulletin and around the whole parish. On 

these you will give a new name suggestion with a reason why you chose 

the name. 

  

What names are appropriate for parishes? 

 

The name of a new parish should be a title of Christ under a title already 

accepted in the liturgy or that speaks to a mystery in His life; the Blessed 

Virgin Mary under a title already accepted in the liturgy; the Trinity; the Holy Spirit; one of the angels; or a can-

onized saint. 

 

Is there any special guidance for proposing a new name for a new parish from Cardinal 

Cupich? 

 

Yes, Cardinal Cupich has asked that newly united parishes do not consider a name that is already in use as 

the name of a parish, school, mission, agency or shrine in the archdiocese. The name for the new parish 

should have a feast day for the new parish to celebrate. Please consult the updated Directory of the Chicago 

Archdiocese at https://www.archchicago.org/documents/70111/70558/Parish+Directory.pdf/b302c7ae-7039-

4647-a9d4-0ac9fe5448d7 

 

Could the name of the new parish be the name of one of the current parishes? 

 

Normally newly formed parishes will receive new names. However, in some circumstances the Cardinal may 

decide to retain the name of one of the parishes for the name of the newly formed parish. 

Could the name of the new parish combine both existing parish names such as Holy Name and St. Mary? 

There is no hard and fast rule about this, but often there are advantages to choose a new name for the new 

community. New beginnings often call for new names. There are examples in the diocese of the new parish 

reflecting the names of the uniting parishes. On the Near North Side, the parish is Immaculate Conception and 

St. Joseph Parish. In Northbrook, the parish is St. Norbert and Our Lady of the Brook. 

 

Who will choose the name of the parish? 

 

https://www.archchicago.org/documents/70111/70558/Parish+Directory.pdf/b302c7ae-7039-4647-a9d4-0ac9fe5448d7
https://www.archchicago.org/documents/70111/70558/Parish+Directory.pdf/b302c7ae-7039-4647-a9d4-0ac9fe5448d7

