
September 6 2021—Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint Mary Parish 

We Pray  
Renew My Church 

Lord Jesus, you speak to us today,  

as you spoke to holy men and women who have gone before us.  

In every age and in our own time you call to us and say, “Renew My Church.” 
 

Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us and so enable us 

To hear you clearly 

To listen to each other attentively 

To imagine our future boldly 

To discern your wisely 

To persevere in your holy will courageously 

To stay together in charity 

To surrender our own plans readily 

To embrace the greater good 

To hand on your gifts to future generations. 
 

May we remain in the holy company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  

the apostles and all the saints. 

May their example and presence inspire us with patient confidence 

In the work of your grace. 
 

We ask this of you who live and reign with the Father 

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, on God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Our Evanston Grouping:  

The Parishes of Saint Athanasius, Saint Joan of Arc, Saint Mary,  

and Saint Nicholas, and Sheil Catholic Center 
 

The Saint Mary’s GFDT (Grouping Feedback and Discernment Team) 

Kathy Benn, Shelley Benson, Carolyn Buford,  

Karie Ferrell, and James Holzhauer-Chuckas ObSB 

Introductions to the team will be in next Sunday’s bulletin. 

 

Watch Our Renew My Church Q&A Night on our YouTube Channel:  
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8B0ZOvEVhcE) 

 

Visit Our Parish Website: stmaryevanston.org 
To download the handout from the Renew My Church Presentation 

To read the introductions to the members of our team 

For links to the Archdiocese’s Renew My Church page 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8B0ZOvEVhcE
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PARISH CENTER HOURS 
1012 Lake Street, Evanston IL 60201 

(847) 864-0333 

Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

Father Kevin McCray 

Pastor, ext 204 

kmccray@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Father Tony Joseph 

Associate Pastor, ext. 212 
 

Deacon Dennis Robak, ext. 209 

drobak@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Deacon Ramon & Julia Navarro, x202 

rnavarro@stmaryevanston.org 

jnavarro@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Director of Music & Liturgy 

Dianne Fox, ext. 210 

dfox@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Director of Faith Formation 

Karie Ferrell, ext. 203 

kferrell@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Business Manager 

Leticia Montoya, ext. 201 

lmontoya@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Reopening Team 

reopeningteam@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Senior Director, UCYM 

United Catholic Youth Ministry 

James Holzhauer-Chuckas ObSB, ext 231 

Jholzhauer-chuckas@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Dr. Molly Cinnamon 

Principal, Pope John XXIII School 

(847) 475-5678 

molly.cinnamon@popejohn23.org 
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 

(847) 869-6134 

Saint Mary Parish 
Established 1865 

A Community of Faith  
and Service in Christ 
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This Week at Saint Mary’s 
Block Party & Raffle Tickets On Sale Now 
After All Masses This Weekend and September 11/12 
 

Purchase online at faithdirect.net, Click “Give Now” Use Parish 

Code IL372, Click “Make A One-Time Gift Now” and choose 

Block Party 2021 or  Block Party Raffle Tickets. 
 

Lectio Divina for Young Adults (18-39) 

Mondays, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
Email Shannon Ambroise to get the link and article to this 

week's prayer: shannon@ucym.org  
 

St. Mary’s Black Catholics Discussion Group 
Tuesdays, 2:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 

We discusses a timely article or book relevant to social justice, 

Black history, general history, and faith. All are welcome! 
 

Email Shannon Ambroise to get the link and article to this 

week's discussion: shannon@ucym.org  
 

St. Mary’s Quilters Ministry 
Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. in the Gathering Space of the Church 
 

Come Join The Group! 

No registration required. No experience necessary. 
 

Esprit d’Amour Charismatic Prayer Group 
Fridays at 7:30 p.m. in the Church  (French/Creole) 
 

First Day of Class & Opening Mass  

for 2021-2022 Religious Education Program 
Sunday, September 12  
 

Opening Mass at 9:30 a.m.—Commissioning of Catechists 

Classes 10:45 a.m. to Noon 

Weekly Prayer & Worship 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 4:00-4:30 p.m.  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Mondays-Saturdays 8:00 a.m. in the Church 
 

Daily Mass, recorded from our parish Chapel  

Sunday-Saturday on our parish YouTube channel by 7:00 a.m.   

 

Sunday Mass Schedule 
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. in Church 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Sunday afternoons, 3:00-4:00 p.m. in the church 

faithdirect.net
mailto:shannon@ucym.org
mailto:shannon@ucym.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrHFC5MpGVi-26PQuX55h2w/
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Renew My Church 

Grouping Feedback & Discernment Team 

 

Kathy Benn, Shelley Benson, 

Carolyn Buford, Karie Ferrell 

James Holzhauer-Chuckas, ObSB 

Shelley Benson has been a faithful parishioner of Saint Mary Parish, Evanston since 1985. 

Along with her husband Jon, they have raised their family here with their three children, Joe, 

Mike, and Jillian. Their children were altar servers, went through confirmation, celebrated a 

wedding, had grandchildren baptized, and more at Saint Mary’s. This has truly been a home 

parish for the Benson family. Shelley has served on Parish Council a number of terms, chaired 

the Building and Renovation committee during the 1999-2004 renovation project, currently 

serves on the Arts and Environment team, and is the coordinator for the Eucharist Ministers 

ministry. Shelley leaves her position as Assistant Vice President of Talent Management for 

Mather, Evanston, as she begins her retirement September 1. 

 

Kathy Benn has been a parishioner with St. Mary’ since the early 80’s.  She has been active in 

the religious education program as a teacher and has also participated in the parish by lectur-

ing and engagement with the Parish Council.  Kathy has worked in Sales and Account Man-

agement in  the Healthcare industry for her career and she resides in Evanston with her hus-

band Adrian.  They have a son Patrick who is currently an officer with the Marines.  

 

Carolyn Y. Buford has been a parishioner of Saint Mary, Evanston, Il. for eight years and she 

is a former part-time volunteer in Saint Mary Parish Center office. Carolyn believes her mind-

set, skills and experiences will aid in the critical thinking, communication and leadership 

needed in meeting RMC's goals and objectives. Ms. Buford's career spanned some thirty-

five years, retiring as an internal auditing  executive of large commercial and secondary 

financial institutions, Chicago and Washington, DC. She earned BS and MS degrees from 

DePaul University, Chicago, IL and enjoys the opera, travel and exercise. 

 

Karie Ferrell has been a member of the staff of Saint Mary Parish since July 2000 and in parish 

ministry since 1989. She has fulfilled a number of roles  in parish ministry through the years, direc-

tor of religious education adult faith formation, youth ministry, webmaster, bulletin editor, hospi-

tality. She has worked for the Office for Divine Worship, Archdiocese of Chicago, and has been 

an author for Liturgy Training Publications. These twenty years of ministering at St. Mary’s and 

collaborating with the Evanston cluster of parishes give her insight that will be useful in the Re-

new My Church process. She lives here in Evanston and has two grown sons. 

 

James Holzhauer-Chuckas, ObSB is an Oblate of the Benedictine Order and the senior  

director of United Catholic Youth Ministries in Evanston, which is the network for youth and 

young adult ministry in our Evanston parishes. James is, newly, married as of February 14, 2020 

and lives with his partner, Denisse, in south Evanston. James has lived in Evanston for over 20 

years and has a rich background in the parishes of St. Mary and St. Nicholas, having gradu-

ated from Pope John XXIII School and currently serves as the Director of Campus Ministry for 

the school. James has degrees from DePaul University and  is bilingual in English and Spanish. 

For fun, James plays soccer and volleyball, loves Star Wars and Jurassic World and Park lore, 

and enjoys spending time with Denisse as well as friends and family.  

MEET OUR GFDT, OUR REPRESENTATIVES TO THE 

RENEW MY CHURCH TEAM FOR EVANSTON 
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Young Adult Ministries 

RCIA is a process, a journey for those inter-

ested in learning more about the Catholic 

faith in order to receive the sacraments of 

Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. 

 

This process is for all persons not baptized, 

or baptized in another Christian church, 

but in need of further instruction and initia-

tion, or those baptized in the Catholic Church and needing more instruction to complete the Sacraments of 

Initiation.  Persons never baptized are referred to as Catechumens, while those previously baptized are called 

candidates. 
 

I offer these seven reasons to join RCIA.  Why seven; because seven is a holy number in the Old Testament. 
 

 You’re marrying a Catholic.  (Sharing and practicing your faith is a great foundation to marriage.) 

 You’re already married to a Catholic and your children are being raised Catholic.  (It is natural to want to 

share in the same sacramental experiences of your loved ones.) 

 Your children are being raised Catholic and you just want to learn more about the tradition without actu-

ally becoming a Catholic.  (Please join us; you might be surprised what happens.) 

 You have lived in a “Catholic World” all your life.  (This program is for all people of all ages.  Every year, 

someone joins us just to enrich their faith.) 

 You don’t know much about Catholicism, but you have a friend or neighbor who has inspired you to learn 

more.  (Actions speak louder than words.) 

 You have suffered through a personal loss and are seeking to improve your faith life.  (“Blessed are those 

who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”) 

 You don’t know why, you just feel something calling you to the church.  (It’s the       Holy Spirit …  Listen!) 

 

If you are so moved, please call Deacon Dennis Robak at 847.902.0031 for more information.  

Thank You To Our Grand Raffle Sponsors! 
 

Sponsor are parishioners who have purchased $500 of raffle tickets  
 

William & Mary Ann McGrath, Thomas & Christine Larsen, James & Diane Kuzma, Patricia A. Zelinski, Edward & 

Janice Zulkey, Karen M. Koehler-Davis, Kathryn Sullivan, Michael & Kathleen Spellman, Mark Potosnak & 

Christie Klimas, John & Susan Treacy, Lea P. Filipek, and one anonymous sponsor. 
 

Thomas & Mara Blunk, Barbara Keeley, Thomas & Mary Graham, Thomas & Marion Wingo, Michael & Tara 

Hanley, Archie Ong, Emily Jackson, Donald & Jane Colleton, Arlene Rice, Marian Van Nierop. 

 

Even More Sponsors Came Through This Week to Support Our Grand Raffle! 
 

Karine Smith, Nancy Kearney, Ann Murray, Mathew & Judith Burns, Richard Brannon & Daiva Valaitis, Thomas 

& Sandra Kaeding, John & Maureen Gleason, Jeanne DeCara, Charles T. Luczak, Brenda & Ann Campbell, 

Nancy Timmerman. 



Saturday, September 18, 2021 
5:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. on Lake Street between Maple & Oak 

Tickets: $15/adult ~ $10/children 14 and younger 

BUY YOUR TICKETS ASAP! 
We need to know how much food to buy! 

Ticket price includes Dinner & Desserts 
 

Cash Bar for Beer, Wine & Pop 

 

DJ Music & 

Children’s Games 

 

 
 

Pot o’Gold Grand Raffle  
Grand Prize $7000, 1-$2000, 2-$1000, 4-$500 prizes 

Drawing at 8:30 p.m., Winner need not be present 

 

Tickets on Sale  

After Masses 
September 4/5 & 11/12 

and online  

at stmaryevanston.org 

Saint Mary Parish 22nd Annual 

stmaryevanston.org


A few thoughts for Catholics about the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. 
 

DISBELIEF: Studies show many of us today disbelieve in the Real Presence, i.e., don’t accept that the whole 

Jesus is truly present, body, blood, soul and divinity in the consecrated species under the appearance of 

bread and wine.   
 

MYSTERY: The Real Presence is an inexhaustible mystery.  Science can’t prove or disprove it any more than it 

can explain love or sorrow or courage.  But with little introspection we know man’s more than a scientific cal-

culation or complex of physical matter.  All of the best in us is more than that. 
 

FAITH:  Baptism infuses us with the theological virtue of faith.  It’s called the “Sacrament of Faith”.  Faith, 

through the grace of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, helps us accept as true things we might not otherwise grasp 

by reason.  The Real Presence is an example.   
 

NOT ALONE: The Real Presence isn’t the only Catholic belief which can’t be fully comprehended by the intel-

lect.  The existence of God, the Incarnation, the Resurrection and the Holy Trinity are other examples.  Notwith-

standing, each Easter, in public profession of faith, we reaffirm our belief in all of them.    
 

CRISIS OF FAITH: It’s fair to ask whether disbelief in the Real Presence is an isolated doubt.  Or does it reflect a 

wider crisis of faith, one inclining us to reject any proposition which isn’t scientifically demonstrable? 
 

OPENING US UP:  Acceptance of one mystery - like Creation - can aid us in embracing others.  St. Ambrose 

said it this way:  "If the word of the Lord Jesus is so powerful as to bring into existence things which were not, 

then a fortiori [all the more] those things which already exist can be changed into something else." 
 

EVIDENCE:  The fact that the Real Presence is a mystery doesn’t mean it just dropped out of the sky.  There’re 

plenty of supporting circumstances, enough to give us at least some measure of understanding.   
 

 All three synoptic Gospels contain “institution narratives”, i.e., accounts of how and when Jesus instituted 

the Eucharist. Mt 26: 20-29; Mk 14:17-25; Lk 22:14-22 “Take, eat; this is my body … drink of this cup … of my 

blood ... do this in remembrance of me.”   
 

 John’s Gospel is even more compelling.  Pressed whether he was speaking metaphorically, Jesus contin-

ued unambiguously to declare, “I am the living bread which came down from heaven . . . my flesh is 

food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.”  Ch 6:50, 55 
 

 The Church’s Tradition, from the earliest days, has unceasingly reaffirmed its belief in the truth of these 

words.   See, e.g., https://www.catholic.com/tract/the-real-presence 
 

BELIEF MATTERS: Rejection of the Real Presence is a profound loss.  Acceptance is unfathomable gain.  See, 

e.g. Catechism of the Catholic Church 1391 et seq   
 

The Eucharist is the Church’s central act.  Vatican II calls it “the source and summit of the Christian life.”  It: 
 

• augments our union with Jesus and deepens our likeness to him. 

• strengthens our charity. 

• unites us to the love within the Trinity.  We were created for that love.  It’s our destiny.   

• joins us to those who worthily share the Lord’s Table with us, members of the Mystical Body.   

• separates us from sin, wiping away venial sins and enabling us to break our disordered attachments. 

• commits us to the poor.  “To receive in truth the Body and Blood of Christ given up for us, we must rec-

ognize Christ in the poorest, his brethren.”   

• participates in the mystery of Jesus himself. 

• shares in the eternal, heavenly liturgy, the Banquet of the Lamb. 
 

Sadly, many of us who do believe in the Real Presence reflect little or not at all on these sublime fruits. A Life 

Issue? Unquestionably. Choice? What will my choice be?  Belief or disbelief?  And if I believe, how will my life 

communicate the belief?  

Respect Life 
Disbelief in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist:  

An isolated doubt or a wider crisis of faith? 

https://www.catholic.com/tract/the-real-presence
https://www.catholic.com/tract/the-real-presence
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  We Pray for One Another & the World 

September 5-23rd Sunday Ordinary Time 
 

 Sat 5:00  All Children As They Begin A 

New School Year 

 8:00  Rose Wlodarski 

 9:30  Walter McCray 

 11:00  Our Parishioners 

 12:30  Haitian Mass 

 

Monday, September 6 
 

 8:00  Alexander DeVryer 
 

Tuesday, September 7 
 

 8:00  For all people living with 

chronic illness 
 

September 8  - The Nativity of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 
 

 8:00   Alexander DeVryer 
 

September 9 - St. Peter Claver 
 

 8:00  The people suffering the 

devastating effects of floods, 

earthquakes, storms and 

wildfire  
 

September 10 
 

 8:00  Yvonne Joseph 
 

September 11 
 

 8:00   An Environmentally 

Sustainable Lifestyle 
 

September 12-24th Sunday Ordinary Time 
  

 Sat 5:00  Our Parishioners 

 8:00  Mary DuCharme 

 9:30  Steve Johnson 

 11:00  Will White 

Mass Intentions 
 

Every mass that is offered is offered for the 

needs and intentions of someone. You 

can request that we support you in your 

intentions and your needs.  

 

Contact the Parish Office to request a 

mass be offered for someone you know 

that is in need of prayer, for your own in-

tentions, or for the repose of someone’s 

soul. The stipend is $10. 

We pray for those who serve,  

for their families and for peace 
 

 2nd Lieutenant Patrick Benn, U.S. Marine Corps, son of Kathy & 

Adrian Benn 

 CDR Edward Carlton, U.S. Navy, son of Caroline & Frank 

Carlton  

 2nd Lieutenant Henry L. Clark, U.S. Air Force, son of Gayle & 

Dan Clark 

 Airman Lindsey Foley, U.S. Air Force, niece of Chris Foley  

 1st Cadet Helen Hitt, U.S. Air Force Academy, daughter of 

Stephanie & John Hitt 

 Lt. Daniel Kozicki, U.S. Navy, nephew of Linda O’Dwyer  

We pray for those who are sick, 

especially …  
 

Daniel Drake, Albin Michalowski, Tim Timmerman,  

Rev. Dan Fallon, Meredith Godfrey 

  

We pray for those who have died, 

especially …  
 

Enerita Pangilinan, mother of Junette Moseley 

S. Xavier, grandfather of Patricia Jacob 

 

Have a name to add or remove?   

Email Dianne Fox: dfox@stmaryevanston.org 

We join our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 

In Prayer 
The Holy Father has designated September 

as a month to pray for an environmentally 

sustainable lifestyle. 
 

“We pray that we all will make courageous 

choices for a simple and environmentally 

sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young 

people who are resolutely committed to 

this.” 
 

Join the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network: 

popesprayerusa.net which addresses the 

challenges facing humanity. We pray and 

work to meet the challenges of the world 

identified by the Pope, while walking a 

spiritual path called the “Way of the Heart.” 

http://popesprayerusa.net/



