
September 12 2021—Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint Mary Parish 

Saint Mary Parish 22nd Annual 

Saturday, September 18, 2021 
5:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.  

on Lake Street between Maple & Oak 

Tickets: $15/adult ~ $10/children 14 and younger 
 

BUY YOUR TICKETS ASAP! 

Today After Mass or Online 
We need to know how much food to buy! 

Link and Instructions on Inside Front Cover 
 

Ticket price includes Dinner & Desserts 

DJ Music & Children’s Games 
 

Cash Bar for Beer, Wine & Pop 

 
 

Pot o’Gold Grand Raffle  
Grand Prize $7000,  

1-$2000, 2-$1000, 4-$500 prizes 

 
Drawing at the Block Party, 8:30 p.m.,  

Winner need not be present 



PARISH CENTER HOURS 
1012 Lake Street, Evanston IL 60201 

(847) 864-0333 

Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

Father Kevin McCray 

Pastor, ext 204 

kmccray@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Father Tony Joseph 

Associate Pastor, ext. 212 
 

Deacon Dennis Robak, ext. 209 

drobak@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Deacon Ramon & Julia Navarro, x202 

rnavarro@stmaryevanston.org 

jnavarro@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Director of Music & Liturgy 

Dianne Fox, ext. 210 

dfox@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Director of Faith Formation 

Karie Ferrell, ext. 203 

kferrell@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Business Manager 

Leticia Montoya, ext. 201 

lmontoya@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Reopening Team 

reopeningteam@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Senior Director, UCYM 

United Catholic Youth Ministry 

James Holzhauer-Chuckas ObSB, ext 231 

Jholzhauer-chuckas@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Dr. Molly Cinnamon 

Principal, Pope John XXIII School 

(847) 475-5678 

molly.cinnamon@popejohn23.org 
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 

(847) 869-6134 

Saint Mary Parish 
Established 1865 

A Community of Faith  
and Service in Christ 
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This Week at Saint Mary’s 
Block Party & Raffle Tickets On Sale Now 
After All Masses This Weekend and September 11/12 
 

Purchase online at faithdirect.net, Click “Give Now” Use Parish 

Code IL372, Click “Make A One-Time Gift Now” and choose 

Block Party 2021 or  Block Party Raffle Tickets. 
 

First Day of Class & Opening Mass  

for 2021-2022 Religious Education Program 
THIS Sunday, September 12 , 9:30 Mass 

Classes 10:45 a.m. to Noon 
 

UCYM Community Mass 
THIS Sunday, September 12, 6:00 p.m.  Community Night follows 

Families, youth and young adults are welcome. 
 

Lectio Divina for Young Adults (18-39) 

Mondays, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
Email Shannon Ambroise to get the link and article to this 

week's prayer: shannon@ucym.org  
 

St. Mary’s Black Catholics Discussion Group 
Tuesdays, 2:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 

Email Shannon Ambroise to get the link and article to this 

week's discussion: shannon@ucym.org  
 

St. Mary’s Quilters Ministry 
Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. in the Gathering Space of the Church 
 

Come Join The Group! No registration required. No experience 

necessary. We provide materials. 
 

Esprit d’Amour Charismatic Prayer Group 
Fridays at 7:30 p.m. in the Church  (French/Creole) 

Weekly Prayer & Worship 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 4:00-4:30 p.m.  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Mondays-Saturdays 8:00 a.m. in the Church 
 

Daily Mass, recorded from our parish Chapel  

Sunday-Saturday on our parish YouTube channel by 7:00 a.m.   

 

Sunday Mass Schedule 
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. in Church 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Sunday afternoons, 3:00-4:00 p.m. in the church 

faithdirect.net
mailto:shannon@ucym.org
mailto:shannon@ucym.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrHFC5MpGVi-26PQuX55h2w/


In the readings today, we witness a major turning point in the ministry of Jesus Christ----and 

of his followers. 
 

The disciples are at the pagan shrine of Pan at Caesara Phillippi.  There are disciples 

across the Greek and Roman Empire who have travelled great lengths to worship and 

sacrifice to this god. Peter has just proclaimed that Jesus is the Son of God.  So our readings today address 

who Jesus is, and what that means for us his disciples----as we try to live our faith out in a world that often dis-

misses Jesus and his message. 
 

“Who do people say that I am?  The readings today focus on identity---both for Jesus and his disciples. 

My grandmother, my mother’s mother, was born Euda Idell Martz.  She married and became Mrs. Raymond F. 

DeWitt.  After my grandfather Raymond died in 1963, for the next 25 years, she insisted that she be called by 

her married name.  Every letter and card I received from my grandmother, announced who she was, Mrs. Ray-

mond F. DeWitt.  She knew who she was, and she announced it to the world. 
 

In the Gospel today, we have Jesus teaching his disciples, and specifically Peter, who Jesus is, and isn’t; and 

he is leading them, even with strong words to follow not their identity in the world but to proclaim their identity 

as Disciples of Jesus, by following his example and picking up their cross and following him through the cross 

and death in this world, so they may enjoy life in the Kingdom of God. They are being challenged to go deep-

er in their belief of who Jesus is, and what he is all about.  He has not come to rule over an earthly kingdom, 

but a heavenly one.  His disciples need leading. 
 

There was a story of two people discussing the actions of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as he led his people 

toward more freedom in the United States in the 1960’s. Both people admired him and his works.  One of them 

invited the other person into the cause and asked him to march with them in protest of the status quo of segre-

gation.  The person responded with, “No, I could get hurt in doing that.  I am an admirer of Rev. King, not a fol-

lower.” 
 

Today, Jesus challenges his followers to move from just being admirers of Jesus, to become truly his disciples.  

Jesus is challenging his disciples, and he is challenging us to move from admiration of a safe and secure Jesus, 

to one that will demand action from our faith.  He is telling us to pick up our cross and follow him to Calvary.  

He is telling us that we must make a choice from seeing him only as a good and holy man---one that doesn’t 

ask too much from us----to recognizing that Jesus is the Son of God.   
 

We are being called to radical discipleship----where our faith is to be lived out daily---often in opposition to the 

life that the world says will make us happy.  Ultimately, Jesus says we must lose this life to gain a life of eternity in 

Heaven.  For those who remain only admirers, we will soon find the road too difficult---and we will soon walk 

away. 
 

So that is where we find ourselves today----do we live for the world, or do we live our lives following Jesus?  Do 

we live in admiration of a good man?  Do we shy away from works that will put us at odds with our comforts 

and our preferences? 
 

Where is Jesus calling you to live a life of faith---especially in ways that are truly visible to the world---by our 

works of love and mercy?  Do we help the needy through our St. Vincent Paul Society?  Do we support the 

works of sacrifice and service as we support our Knights of Columbus Council?  Do we speak up boldly as we 

support the teachings of Life in the Church---as we support our Respect Life ministries?  Do we recognize the 

poor in spirit in our own lives---and are we able to join in support by helping host our Soup Kitchen, and our win-

ter Warming Center? 
 

Every one of those possibilities proclaim our identity as Disciples of Jesus.  Every one of those situations require 

us to reflect on whether we are an admirer of our faith----or if we are true disciples.  Every one of those possibili-

ties will require works visible to the world---as our actions proclaim our love and mercy to the world. 
 

As we grow in recognizing the identity of Jesus, and his true path of obedience, let us pick up our cross and 

follow him----and let us proclaim who Jesus is----our Lord and Savior----who calls us to mission to our brothers 

and sisters----and who calls us to recognize him not only as a holy man---but as the Son of God.   

Focus On Identity 
Father Kevin McCray, Pastor 
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Young Adult Ministries 

Hello My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I hope you have been able to enjoy the beautiful and temperate weather we have had for the last week, 

and for the Labor Day Holiday weekend.  Let us remember to thank God for this gift.  
 

As we move from summer to fall, just a few updates and reminders of what is happening at St. Mary and the 

surrounding Evanston community. 
 

Block Party 
 

As a reminder, we will be hosting our Annual Block Party on Saturday September 18th, from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  

Thank you for all who have already generously purchased your raffle tickets.  I especially thank all sponsors 

who have purchased or sold five or more tickets since July.   
 

So we can plan and order the proper amount of food and drink for those attending the party, I would like to 

ask that you purchase this week, both the food and drink tickets on our website.  If you would like to purchase 

in person, please do so this weekend, September 11 -12, at the table on the Plaza after each mass.  This will 

help our Block Party run smoothly, and to provide for enough food for those who wish to attend. 

 

Holy Water Fonts 
 

To avoid the increase of the Delta Variant, we will be removing the Holy Water Fonts, so as to prevent the 

spread of the Coronavirus among our parishioners.  For those who want to take some home, we will still have a 

supply in the large Font in the Reservation Chapel/Candle Area, by the west entrance.  We can provide you 

with a small bottle of Holy Water for blessings, or you can provide your own. 

 

Sound System and Hearing Assistance:  
 

As mentioned previously, the Building and Grounds Committee are taking bids on the replacement of our out-

dated sound system, which is from 1990.  We have received one bid, and are seeking two more proposals.  

Once obtained, we will work with the Archdiocese to move the project to completion. 
 

As a reminder, for those who struggle with hearing during the mass, we have a current Looping Coil, which 

can work with Hearing Aids to allow you to hear and participate in the Mass.  Please see an Usher when you 

arrive, and we can get you the current equipment---to see if this helps your experience at Mass. 

 

Proper wearing of masks while attending Mass 
 

It has come to my attention that I need to reiterate the wearing of mask guidelines, so that all may know how 

to wear it properly, in keeping others and ourselves safe from illness and hospitalization, while at St. Mary.  Fel-

low parishioners have expressed concerned of instances where others are wearing their mask improperly, or 

not at all---when either sitting in the pews, or when coming up for the Eucharist. 
 

When in the Church for Mass, please make sure that your mask covers both your nose and mouth at all times, 

except for the moment where you consume the Body of Jesus Christ during Communion.   

I thank you in advance for following the guidelines, to keep others safe, as expressed by the CDC, the state, 

local, and St. Mary protocols.  Thank you for this Act of Charity! 

 

In Christ’s Peace, 

Fr. Kevin  



Thank You To Our Grand Raffle Sponsors! 
 

Sponsor are parishioners who have purchased $500 of raffle tickets  
 

William & Mary Ann McGrath, Thomas & Christine Larsen, James & Diane Kuzma, Patricia A. Zelinski, Edward & 

Janice Zulkey, Karen M. Koehler-Davis, Kathryn Sullivan, Michael & Kathleen Spellman, Mark Potosnak & 

Christie Klimas, John & Susan Treacy, Lea P. Filipek, and one anonymous sponsor. 
 

Thomas & Mara Blunk, Barbara Keeley, Thomas & Mary Graham, Thomas & Marion Wingo, Michael & Tara 

Hanley, Archie Ong, Emily Jackson, Donald & Jane Colleton, Arlene Rice, Marian Van Nierop. 

 

Even More Sponsors Came Through This Week to Support Our Grand Raffle! 
 

Karine Smith, Nancy Kearney, Ann Murray, Mathew & Judith Burns, Richard Brannon & Daiva Valaitis, Thomas 

& Sandra Kaeding, John & Maureen Gleason, Jeanne DeCara, Charles T. Luczak, Brenda & Ann Campbell, 

Nancy Timmerman. 
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This Sunday, September 12, at 7:00 p.m. 

HERE AT ST. MARY’S 



RCIA is a process, a journey for those inter-

ested in learning more about the Catholic 

faith in order to receive the sacraments of 

Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. 

 

This process is for all persons not baptized, 

or baptized in another Christian church, 

but in need of further instruction and initia-

tion, or those baptized in the Catholic Church and needing more instruction to complete the Sacraments of 

Initiation.  Persons never baptized are referred to as Catechumens, while those previously baptized are called 

candidates. 
 

I offer these seven reasons to join RCIA.  Why seven; because seven is a holy number in the Old Testament. 
 

 You’re marrying a Catholic.  (Sharing and practicing your faith is a great foundation to marriage.) 

 You’re already married to a Catholic and your children are being raised Catholic.  (It is natural to want to 

share in the same sacramental experiences of your loved ones.) 

 Your children are being raised Catholic and you just want to learn more about the tradition without actu-

ally becoming a Catholic.  (Please join us; you might be surprised what happens.) 

 You have lived in a “Catholic World” all your life.  (This program is for all people of all ages.  Every year, 

someone joins us just to enrich their faith.) 

 You don’t know much about Catholicism, but you have a friend or neighbor who has inspired you to learn 

more.  (Actions speak louder than words.) 

 You have suffered through a personal loss and are seeking to improve your faith life.  (“Blessed are those 

who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”) 

 You don’t know why, you just feel something calling you to the church.  (It’s the       Holy Spirit …  Listen!) 

 

If you are so moved, please call Deacon Dennis Robak at 847.902.0031 for more information.  

Blessed Are the Piecemakers Saint Mary’s Quilters Ministry 

Have you seen our 150th Anniversary Quilt?  
 

In 2015, parishioners signed individual pieces, which our Quilters Ministry had prepared and 

subsequently pieced together into the quilt you can now see hanging in the Gathering 

Space. 
 

Quilters meet every Thursday morning at from 10:00 a.m. to noon in the Gathering Space’ 

The quilts we hand craft go to several local agencies such as  

The Ark, Infant Welfare Society of Evanston and veterans groups. 

  

If you are interested in joining Saint Mary's Quilters,  

just stop by the Gathering Space on a Thursday morning or  

call Linda Balla at 847-492-8541. 

  

No registration required. No quilting experience necessary.  

We supply the materials. 

  

We publish a book every year of the quilts we’ve made … visit our parish  

library to look through them. 
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  We Pray for One Another & the World 

September 12-24th Sunday Ordinary Time 
  

 Sat 5:00  Our Parishioners 

 8:00  Mary DuCharme 

 9:30  Steve Johnson 

 11:00  Will White 

 

Monday, September 13 
 

 8:00  John Ferrell 
 

Tuesday, September 14-Exaltation of the 

Holy Cross 
 

 8:00  Increase in Evangelical Fervor 
 

September 15  
 

 8:00   Jacob Anthony Muthu 
 

September 16 
 

 8:00  Anise Rejuis, in thanksgiving  
 

September 17 
 

 8:00  Anise Rejuis, in thanksgiving  
 

September 18 
 

 8:00   Anise Rejuis, in thanksgiving  
 

September 19-25th Sunday Ordinary Time 
  

 Sat 5:00  For Our Parishioners &  

   Pope’s Intention—for an 

environmentally sustainable 

lifestyle 

 8:00  John Hitt Sr. 

 9:30  Elaine McCray 

 11:00  Gloria Jean Dittmer 

Mass Intentions 
 

Every mass that is offered is offered for the 

needs and intentions of someone. You 

can request that we support you in your 

intentions and your needs.  

 

Contact the Parish Office to request a 

mass be offered for someone you know 

that is in need of prayer, for your own in-

tentions, or for the repose of someone’s 

soul. The stipend is $10. 

We pray for those who serve,  

for their families and for peace 
 

 2nd Lieutenant Patrick Benn, U.S. Marine Corps, son of Kathy & 

Adrian Benn 

 CDR Edward Carlton, U.S. Navy, son of Caroline & Frank 

Carlton  

 2nd Lieutenant Henry L. Clark, U.S. Air Force, son of Gayle & 

Dan Clark 

 Airman Lindsey Foley, U.S. Air Force, niece of Chris Foley  

 1st Cadet Helen Hitt, U.S. Air Force Academy, daughter of 

Stephanie & John Hitt 

 Lt. Daniel Kozicki, U.S. Navy, nephew of Linda O’Dwyer  

We pray for those who are sick, 

especially …  
 

Meredith Godfrey 

  

We pray for those who have died, 

especially …  
 

Willie Lee Joe 

 

Have a name to add or remove?   

Email Dianne Fox: dfox@stmaryevanston.org 

We join our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 

In Prayer 
The Holy Father has designated September 

as a month to pray for an environmentally 

sustainable lifestyle. 
 

“We pray that we all will make courageous 

choices for a simple and environmentally 

sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young 

people who are resolutely committed to 

this.” 
 

Join the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network: 

popesprayerusa.net which addresses the 

challenges facing humanity. We pray and 

work to meet the challenges of the world 

identified by the Pope, while walking a 

spiritual path called the “Way of the Heart.” 

http://popesprayerusa.net/



