
October 24, 2021—Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint Mary Parish 

Update: On Monday, October 18, 2021, the Evanston Grouping held its 

fifth meeting of the Discernment & Decision phase of Renew My Church.  St. Joan of 

Arc hosted the grouping teams from St. Athanasius, St. Mary’s, St. Nicks’ and the Sheil 

Center. 
 

The meeting began with a reminder of the 3 mission imperatives of Renew My Church 

which are making disciples, building communities, and inspiring witness. The facilitators 

then discussed that the goal for the meeting was to share impressions and themes 

from the individual parish sessions, to continue to discuss feedback on the scenarios 

and to equip the writing team to with ideas to create a draft of how the different sce-

narios meet the three mission imperatives of RMC. 
 

Each team from the 4 different parishes and Sheil center reported out a summary of 

the feedback that was discussed at each of the individual parish sessions.  Based on 

what was heard and considered each team member then rated each scenario 

based on whether they thought it met the RMC aspirations, that it somewhat met the 

RMC aspiration or that it did not meet the RMC aspirations. 

The night ended with the writing team meeting to discuss the next steps of the writing 

process to prepare the first draft of the feedback summary to be reviewed at grouping 

session 6 which will take place on November 1, 2021 
 

Please continue to pray for the members of the Evanston Grouping Teams and all Ev-

anston Catholics as we work to fulfill the charge Jesus made to St. Francis of Assisi to 

Renew My Church. 
 

In Christ, Fr. Anderson, Fr. Baldonieri, Fr. Cuevas, Fr. McCray, Fr. Zamora  
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This Week at Saint Mary’s 
St. Mary’s Black Catholics Discussion Group 
Wednesdays, 2:00 p.m. via Zoom 

The group meets every Wednesday afternoon for conversation 

on topics about the Black Catholic experience, racism in the 

Church and community. This is a multicultural/multiracial group 

whose aim is to raise awareness  and encourage dialogue 

among  all people.  
 

St. Mary’s Quilters Ministry 
Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. in the Gathering Space of the Church 

Come Join The Group! 

No registration required. No experience necessary. 
 

Candlelight Rosary for Respect Life Month 
Thursday, October 28, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center Chapel 

We contemplate the Glorious Mysteries as we pray in celebra-

tion of life that overcomes death. 
 

Esprit d’Amour Charismatic Prayer Group 
Fridays at 7:30 p.m. in the Church 

 

 

Medicare 101 

Wednesday, November 3, 10am & 6:30 pm 
In the Parish Center Living Room 

Call the Parish Office to reserve your time  
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Hello My Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

Renew My Church:  Thank you to all who participated in submitting feedback to the Renew My Church sce-

narios proposed by the Archdiocese.  Thank you to all who attended last week’s Town Hall and then prayerful-

ly completed their forms, indicating their thoughts, and indicating specified strengths and challenges for each 

scenario.  The RMC grouping team will be evaluating the forms, as the writing team considers the scenarios. 

 

Campus Beautification:  I would like to thank both Kathleen Glennon and Linda Evens, for the hard work and 

the wonderful results of weeding around the church---making the campus even more beautiful.  It is back-

breaking work, but they do it with a smile.  All who call themselves Mary’s Gardeners are truly appreciated for 

the beauty they leave behind, through their work of planting, pruning, and tending. 

 

Remembering our Loved Ones:  As we move through October, toward All Saints and All Souls Days, please 

consider bringing in a framed picture of a loved one, that we may display throughout the month of Novem-

ber.  Be they recently passed, or gone for quite some time, please bring in a picture to display, so we can con-

tinue to pray for them on their journey back to God.  We will be setting up a display around the baptismal font 

for your loved one’s inclusion.  Please make sure you put your name on the back of the frame/picture, so we 

know to whom the picture(s) belong.  Please bring them to church starting the weekend of October 30 th / 31st.  

It will be a wonderful way to pray together, for our extended parish family. 

May you continue to enjoy God’s gift of a wonderful Autumn, and remember to give God thanks for all re-

ceived blessings. 

 

In Christ’s Peace, 

Fr. Kevin  

Candlelight Rosary 
Thursday, October 28—7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center Chapel 
 

We celebrate the Month of the Rosary and Respect Life Month. We light a candle for each prayer of the 

rosary until the room is illuminated by our intentions.  
 

We contemplate The Glorious Mysteries as we celebrate the  triumph of life over death. 
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The blind beggar Bartimaeus is an example of what our faith and trust in Jesus ought to 

be.  He has firm confidence in the person of Jesus and is not put off by the abuse of the 

crowd, who regarded him as nobody and a nuisance, telling him to be quiet.  Shouting 

and waving his arms in the air he persists with the plea:  “Son of David, have pity on 

me”.  This cry of desperation from his heart, made in complete trust, attracts the atten-

tion of Jesus.   When asked by Jesus what he wants, there is no doubt about his re-

quest .  Life for him without sight has been one long, endless night full of darkness.  His prayer is: “Lord, I want to 

see.”  With the healing touch of Jesus, a whole new world opens up as he is ushered into the light of day.  Alt-

hough Bartimaeus may have been a beggar, he is a person of gratitude because on receiving his sight he 

immediately follows Jesus. 

 

The fact that we have eyes does not mean that we always see what is most important in life.  There is more to 

sight than merely seeing the light of day.  Eyes are of little use if we fail to see the hand of God at work in our 

lives.  At times we all experience such darkness and are sorely in need of the light of God.  In caring for the 

blind Bartimaeus, Christ is telling us that there is an even worse state of blindness than physical blindness.  We 

all suffer from spiritual blindness and Jesus is letting us know that He can cure this illness and prevent us from 

groping around in darkness.  

 

There are so many ways in which we lack spiritual vision.  Hatred, pride, and jealousy can prevent us from see-

ing goodness in our neighbors.  Refusal to pay our debts or to do an honest week’s work for the wages we col-

lect means we are blinded to a sense of justice.  Never being satisfied with what we have and always wanting 

more material goods is an indication that we are blinded by greed.  We are all victims of some sort of blind-

ness, but to become aware of it and to have the scales removed from our eyes, we must be continually 

searching and praying for more light.  Only prayer and trust in the Lord Jesus, who is the light of the world, can 

dispel such darkness and restore our true spiritual vision.  The closer we are to Jesus, the more light there is in 

our lives.  The cry of the blind man, Bartimaeus“ Lord, that I may see,” is a prayer that should constantly be on 

our lips. 

Dearest St. Joseph, 

 

At the word of an angel, you lovingly took Mary into your home. 

As God’s humble servant, you guided the Holy Family on the 

road to Bethlehem, welcomed Jesus as your own son in the shel-

ter of a manger and fled far from your homeland for the safety 

of both Mother and Child. 

 

We praise God that as their faithful protector, you never hesitat-

ed to sacrifice for those entrusted to you. May your example in-

spire us also to welcome, cherish and safeguard God’s most pre-

cious gift of life. 

 

Help us to faithfully commit ourselves to the service and defense 

of human life — especially where it is vulnerable or threatened. 

 

Obtain for us the grace to do the will of God in all things. Amen. 

  Lord, that I may see 
     Father Tony Joseph 

     Associate Pastor 
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(Continued on next page) 

The prophetic papal encyclical Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life) was written by Pope St. John Paul II 
in 1995 to reaffirm the value and inviolability of every human life and to appeal to all people to respect, 
protect, love, and serve every human life. The following is a brief overview of this important document.  
 

The Gospel of Life is at the heart of Jesus’ saving message to the world. Through the Incarnation and birth of 

Christ, God reveals to us the dignity of all human life. Human life, as a gift of God, is sacred and inviolable. The 

Son of God has united himself with every human being and desires for us to share eternal life with him. For this 

reason, direct attacks on human life, such as abortion and euthanasia, are always unacceptable. Yet, sadly 

we see new and expanding threats to human life emerging on an alarming scale. These new threats to life 

are often justified, protected, and even promoted by our laws and culture. 

  

Not only must human life not be taken, but it must be protected with loving concern. Each of us is made in the 

image and likeness of God, and we reflect his glory in the world. God made the human person with the ca-

pacity to love and reason and share in a relationship with the Creator. The human person bears an indelible 

imprint of God and is the pinnacle of all creation. The source of our dignity is not only linked to our creation by 

God, but to our final end and destiny to spend eternity with the Father. By accepting Christ as our Savior, de-

spite our sinfulness, we can begin to share in eternal life even now. 

  

Despite the grave threats to human life in the modern world, we, as the People of 

God, are called to place our faith in Jesus, the “Word of life” (1 Jn 1:1). As Christians, 

we have received the full truth about human life as proclaimed by the very person of 

Jesus. In sharing in the lowliest and most vulnerable conditions of human life—even 

death on a cross—Jesus shows us that life is always good. The true meaning of our 

lives is found in giving and receiving love. It is only through this understanding of a sin-

cere gift of self that human sexuality and procreation reach their true and full signifi-

cance. 

  

God holds the lives of all people in his gentle and loving care, giving meaning and value to any sufferings that 

we may bear. Despite the mystery which surrounds suffering and death, they can become saving events as 

we unite them with Christ’s sacrifice. Truly great must be the value of human life if the Son of God has made it 

the instrument of our salvation. 

  

While the roots of violence against life go all the way back to Genesis, when Cain took the life of his brother 

Abel, our modern world is suffering under a culture of death. Scientific and technological advances and an 

increasingly secularized world have led to an eclipse of the value of human life. However, respect for life re-

quires that science and technology should always be at the service of the human person and his integral de-

velopment. We must reject systems of structuralized sin which value efficiency and productivity over human 

persons. 



Young Adult Ministries 
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Mass Schedule for All Saints Day 
Monday, November 1: 8:00 a.m., Noon, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Annual Mass of Remembrance 
On All Souls Day, Tuesday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

November is  

the Month of Remembrance.  
 

Please bring pictures of your  deceased loved ones 

and place them at the font,  

beginning the weekend of October 30/31. 

(continued from previous page) 
 

Governments and international institutions promote abortion and euthanasia as marks of progress and free-

dom. But this is a false and perverse understanding in which freedom is equated with absolute individualism. 

True freedom is inherently relational, recognizing that God has entrusted us to one another. As cultures and 

societies fail to recognize these objective truths, everything becomes relative and all principles are called 

into question—even the fundamental right to life. However, the blood of Christ’s sacrifice remains our con-

stant hope. Christ’s gift of himself on the cross reveals how precious life truly is and gives us the strength to 

commit ourselves to building a culture of life. Christ’s blood, shed for us, promises that in God’s plan death will 

be no more, and life will be victorious. 

  

Society as a whole must respect, defend and promote the dignity of every human person, at every moment 

and in every condition of that person's life. Our lives are a gift from God and ultimately belong to him. He has 

sole authority over life and death. We are therefore called to reverence and love every human person, lov-

ing our neighbors as ourselves. It is our responsibility to care for and protect human life, especially the lives of 

the most vulnerable among us. 

  

Having received the gift of the Gospel of Life, we are the people of life and a people for life. It is our duty to 

proclaim the Gospel of Life to the world. To proclaim Jesus is to proclaim life itself. Gratitude and joy at the 

incomparable dignity of the human person impel us to bring the Gospel of life to the hearts of all people and 

make it penetrate every part of society. In every child which is born and in every person who lives or dies we 

see the image of God's glory. We celebrate this glory in every human being, a sign of the living God, an icon 

of Jesus Christ. 

 
*Cf. Evangelium vitae © Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. Summary comprised of quotes and adaptations used with permission. All rights reserved. 

iStock.com/Florin Patrunjel. Models used for illustrative purposes only. Photos used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, United States Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 
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  We Pray for One Another & the World 

October 24-30th Sunday Ordinary Time 

 Sat 5:00  Our Parishioners 

 8:00  Mike McGinty 

 9:30  Rita Corbett 

 11:00  Protection of Unborn Children  

  

Monday, October 25 

 8:00  For Our Parish as we go 

through Renew My Church 
 

Tuesday, October 26 

 8:00  Giving Thanks for all the 

blessings 
 

Wednesday, October 27 

 8:00  Pope Francis’ Intention 

   “that every baptized person 

may be engaged in 

evangelization, available to 

the mission, by being 

witnesses of a life that has the 

flavor of the Gospel.” 
 

Thursday, October 28 

 8:00  Respect for all peoples in all 

their diversity 
 

Friday, October 29 

 8:00  Protection of all people 

suffering violence in their lives 
 

Saturday, October 30 

 8:00   For Our Beloved Dead 
 

October 31-31st Sunday Ordinary Time 

 Sat 5:00  Jack Gaul 

   Carmen Marth 

 8:00  Ronald Schaefer 

 9:30  For the health of Edward 

Bagnell 

 11:00  Our Parishioners  

Mass Intentions 
 

Every mass that is offered is offered for the 

needs and intentions of someone. You 

can request that we support you in your 

intentions and your needs.  

 

Contact the Parish Office to request a 

mass be offered for someone you know 

that is in need of prayer, for your own in-

tentions, or for the repose of someone’s 

soul. The stipend is $10. 

We pray for those who serve,  

for their families and for peace 
 

 1st Lieutenant Patrick Benn, U.S. Marine Corps, son of Kathy & 

Adrian Benn 

 CDR Edward Carlton, U.S. Navy, son of Caroline & Frank 

Carlton  

 2nd Lieutenant Henry L. Clark, U.S. Air Force, son of Gayle & 

Dan Clark 

 Airman Lindsey Foley, U.S. Air Force, niece of Chris Foley  

 1st Cadet Helen Hitt, U.S. Air Force Academy, daughter of 

Stephanie & John Hitt 

 Lt. Daniel Kozicki, U.S. Navy, nephew of Linda O’Dwyer  

We pray for those who are sick, 

especially …  
 

Kathy & Timothy Matchen 

Gezienna Postema 

Sherry Anthony 
  

We pray for those who have died, 

especially …  
 

Les Pauls 

Manuel Mendoza 

Marion Flynn 
 

Have a name to add or remove?   

Email Dianne Fox: dfox@stmaryevanston.org 

We join our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 

In Prayer 
 

The Holy Father has designated October as 

a month to pray for missionary disciples. 
 

“We pray that every baptized person may 

be engaged in evangelization, available to 

the mission, by being witnesses of a life that 

has the flavor of the Gospel.” 
 

Join the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network: 

popesprayerusa.net which addresses the 

challenges facing humanity. We pray and 

work to meet the challenges of the world 

identified by the Pope, while walking a 

spiritual path called the “Way of the Heart.” 

http://popesprayerusa.net/



