
Saint Mary Parish: Introducing Our News Priests 
August 7, 2022—19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 2 2022 — 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint Mary Parish 

Rev. Jean Philippe Lokpo 

 New Pastor  

Of Our New Parish 
Installed Sunday, September 25, 2022 



PARISH CENTER HOURS 
1012 Lake Street, Evanston IL 60201 

(847) 864-0333 

Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Pastor 

Fr. Jean Philippe Lokpo, ext 204 

kklokpo@archchicago.org 

Available at our St. Mary site 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays 

 

Associate Pastor 

Fr. Jose Manuel Ortiz, ext. 209 

joortiz@archchicago.org 

 

Director of Faith Formation 

Karie Ferrell, ext. 203 

kferrell@archchicago.org 

 

Director of Music & Liturgy 

Dianne Fox, ext. 210 

dfox@archchicago.org 

 

Business Manager 

Leticia Montoya, ext. 212 

lmontoya@archchicago.org 

 

Office Manager 

Giselle Rico, ext 201 

grico@archchicago.org 

 

Deacon Ramon & Julia Navarro, x202 

rnavarro@archchicago.org 

 

Dr. Molly Cinnamon 

Principal, Pope John XXIII School 

(847) 475-5678 

molly.cinnamon@popejohn23.org 

 

James Holzhauer-Chuckas ObSB 

Senior Director, UCYM 

United Catholic Youth Ministry 

(847) 719-0971 ext. 1 

james@ucym.org 

Saint Mary Parish 
Established 1865 

A Community of Faith & Service in Christ 
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This Week at Saint Mary’s 
 

 

Weekly Prayer & Worship 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 4:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s, before the 5:00 PM Mass 

Saturdays, 3:30 p.m. at St. Nicholas, before the 4:30 PM Mass  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Mondays-Saturdays 8:00 a.m. in St. Mary Church 

Monday, Wednesday-Saturday 8:00 a.m. in St. Nick’s Chapel 

   Friday’s 8:00 a.m. Mass is Bilingual in St. Nick’s Chapel 

   Tuesdays, at 8:15 a.m. in St. Nicholas Church 
 

Weekly Rosary 
Saturdays at 7:30 a.m. in St Mary Church before 8:00 a.m. Mass 
 

Saturday Holy Hour 
Saturdays at 7:30 a.m. before the 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Nick’s 
 

Sunday Mass Schedule 
At. St. Mary, Saturday, 5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 

At St. Nicholas: Saturday, 4:30 p.m. (English), Sunday, 8:30 a.m. 

(Spanish) 10:15 a.m. Installation Mass of Rev. Jean Phillippe Lokpo 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at  

St. Mary Church 
Sunday afternoons, 3:00-6:00 p.m.  

Friday mornings, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass until 10:00 a.m. 

3 
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An Introduction to Giselle Rico, Office Manager 
 

Dear Parishioners,  

 

As part of our unification process as one parish, we are called to build a strong and efficient parish staff who 

will be serving us and moving this parish forward. For that reason, I am pleased to announce that Ms. Giselle 

Rico, has become the full-time Office Manager of the parish of St. Mary-St. Nicholas.  

 

Giselle worked as office support for more than a year and then became the part-

time Office Manager at St. Nicholas in May 2022. Giselle is a talented, professional, 

and qualified person who can manage our offices very smoothly and professional-

ly. I have total confidence in her ability to work diligently and effectively at this crit-

ical time in the life our parish. 

 

Giselle will be working between the two sites of our parish, every Tuesday at St. 

Mary and the rest of the days at St. Nicholas. 

 

United we move forward! 

 

Rev. Jean-Philippe Lokpo, MCCJ  

Pastor 

Pet Blessing THIS Sunday! 
12:15 p.m. on the Front Lawn  

(after the 11:00 a.m. Mass) 

 

St. Francis taught the love of all creation and all of God’s creatures. 

 

Bring your dogs, cats, birds, fish, turtles, snakes, lizards, any pet that you 

can bring on a leash or safely contained for a blessing in honor 

of St. Francis’s Feast Day. 

A Tiny Retreat 
 

On Saturday, October, from 9:00 a.m. to Noon, there will be an opportunity to participate in a “tiny retreat.” 

Included will be: lectio divina (no experience necessary) a guided meditation, a music meditation, and facil-

itated sharing of your experience. The only will be a free will donation for breakfast items. Location TBD. To 

sign up, contact Sue Garthwaite: smgart@comcast.net  

mailto:smgart@comcast.net


Page 4 www.stmaryevanston.org  

“Parishes are families of faith.  

This is where we experience a profound and personal encounter 

 with Jesus Christ through His Church; where we can fulfill our desire for mission and service; where we come to 

feel welcomed, loved,  

and a deep sense of belonging.” 

 

 

News from the Unification Committee 

 

Thanks to everyone for submitting your votes on our new parish name!  Voting was closed on September 26th.  

The top three vote-getting names were presented at the Presbyteral Council last Wednesday, September 27th.  

The Presbyteral Council is an Archdiocese council consisting of bishops and priests that assists the Cardinal on 

decisions about the Renew My Church parish groupings.  We hope to have a decision on our parish’s new 

name within the next few weeks. 

 

It has been wonderful to see recent events in our parish drawing folks from both churches.  The block party at 

St Mary on September 17th was a big success.  The turnout exceeded the planners’ expectations.  It was great 

to see so many folks from St. Nick’s at St. Mary Church enjoying the evening.   

 

The installation mass at St. Nick’s where we officially welcomed Fr. Jean Philippe and Fr. José as the pastor and 

associate for our combined parish was a beautiful event with an overflow crowd from both churches.   

 

We’re starting to see many of the teams from the two churches coming together in meetings.  This last week is 

a great example.  Last Tuesday, 9/27, there was a combined meeting for the Parish Councils from both 

churches.  The Unification Committee met last Wednesday, 9/28.  On Thursday 9/29 there was a combined 

meeting of the two Finance Councils.  So, a busy week in the process of unifying our parish.  Because of the 

deadline for this bulletin article, we can’t report on the details of these meetings but watch this space for up-

dates! 

 

Of course, some of our teams have already been together for years.  We’re thinking especially about our par-

ish school, Pope John XXIII, and our Knights of Columbus council.  Both have drawn from both churches for a 

long time.  Clearly, this is a trend that will continue throughout the unification process. 

 

Did you know that our new pastor and associate are now settled in and living in the St. Mary rectory?  The 

main office for the combined parish is at St. Nick’s.  But the offices at both churches continue to be open, 

staffed, and available during the week. 

 

Your Unification Communications Team, 

Rob Sullivan, Shelley Benson, Jay Larmee, Derrick Blakley  
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Dear parishioners,  

 

It is with a joyful heart and gratitude to God that I announce to you the good news of the name of our parish.  

His Eminence Cardinal Blase Cupich has chosen St. John XXIII as the new name of our parish.  

 

We submitted three top names to the Cardinal’s office:  

 

• St. John XXIII (389 VOTES) 

• St. Mary & St. Nicholas (305 VOTES) 

• St. Hildegard (165 VOTES) 

 

St. John XXIII received the most votes and consequently was chosen the new name for our parish. St. John 

XXIII had a profound impact on the 20th century church. He served as a military chaplain in WWI and was also 

a teacher. He was known as the "Good Pope John". His most influential decision was the call for an ecumeni-

cal council which would be known as Vatican II. When he became pope, he met with political and religious 

leaders from around the world and was focused on reuniting the church and world peace. His feast day is 

October 11. 

 

The new name of our parish is: St. John XXIII Catholic Church  

 

I would like to thank everyone of you who prayed and contributed to the naming process of our parish. Your 

participation made a big difference. We would like you to continue to participate actively in the process of 

our unification under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

 

We will officially unveil the new name of our parish in a couple of weeks. Please wait for more information to 

come from the communications team. 

 

St. John XXIII, pray for us! 

 

Thank you! 

Koudjo Kunegbodzi (Jean-Philippe) Lokpo  
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We Reach Out to Those Who Are Seeking God 
  

Are you curious about the Catholic faith? 
  

 Perhaps you are engaged or married to a catholic person and want to make their faith your own as 

you create your new family 

 Perhaps you are raising your child as a Catholic and want to know more about the faith they are 

living, to understand the meaning of the sacraments they are celebrating 

 Perhaps you are looking for the “right” church and you are wondering if Catholicism might be the 

path for you 
  

The RCIA (The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a process to help you to “come and see” what we’re all 

about. Inquiry Sessions begin this week on Thursday night, October 6, in St. Mary’s Parish Center at 7:00 p.m. 

Come join us for an evening of food, introductions, questions and conversation. We’ll get to know you and 

you’ll get to know us … no commitment, just a time for you to ask questions, to “inquire” about the faith.  

 

Inquiry sessions go on for seven weeks. After that you can decide whether you want to continue to take the 

next step to learn more. 
  

 

If you or anyone you know wants more information 

about the RCIA, please contact:  

 

Karie Ferrell, Director of Faith Formation, 

847.864.0333 (kferrell@archchicago.org)  

 

or José Chavez V, Director of Religious Education, 

847.864.1185 (jchavez@archchicago.org)  

 

Respect for Life Sunday, continued from page 6 

 

A charge of phobia or hatred or “mental stupidity” or “deliberate igno-

rance” can preemptively exclude un 

welcome viewpoints from a conversation and excuse those making the 

charge from submitting their own views to rigorous examination.  

 

The takeaway from all this?  Be aware of impediments and don’t let 

them stand in the way of the search for and defense of truth.   

 

But in the search and defense always remember this: while the Church 

may be firm in her teachings, we’re all sinners and called to respect 

and be kindly toward those with whom we disagree.     

 

For more information about Respect Life Month, see the website of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

https://www.usccb.org/events/2022/respect-life-month  

mailto:kferrell@archchicago.org
mailto:jchavez@archchicago.org
https://www.usccb.org/events/2022/respect-life-month
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Respect Life Sunday – October 2, 2022 
Obstacles to  Conversations About Life Issues 
 

October is Respect Life Month nationally. Top of mind for many is the US Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision 

overruling Roe v Wade. It has intensified attacks on Church teaching, not just on abortion but on other life is-

sues as well. As a result, more than ever we Catholics are being called upon to explain and defend our 

Church’s positions on issues such as euthanasia, physician assisted suicide, racism, conscience rights, immigra-

tion, just wages and safe working conditions, inclusion, desecration of the environment, transgenderism,  

deconstruction of the family and, of course, the preeminent matter of abortion. 
 

Respect Life Sunday is an opportune time to highlight some significant impediments to constructive exchang-

es on these  issues. Recognizing and understanding them can help us navigate around them and enhance 

the exchanges. Consider four.  

 

• No Shared Universal Truths The Church teaches there is a universal natural law by which each of us can 

apprehend the types of actions which are good and which are bad on life issues. In other words, there 

are objective truths and we can know them. That’s how we’re all able to understand, for example, that 

every member of the human family has intrinsic, equally shared dignity and racism offends that dignity. 
 

Many contest this understanding.  For example, one school says there are no universal truths.  Rather, 

each of us autonomously and without reference to any shared governing principle, defines what’s true 

for ourselves: there’s my truth and yours and only by happenstance may they be the same.   Another 

camp says only empirical knowledge is true knowledge: if you can’t see and measure it, demonstrate it 

by the scientific method, it can’t be known and hence can’t be accepted as a basis for discussion on 

the life issues.  These are just two of many opposing lines of thinking. 
 

• Rejection of Logic & Consistency Credible debate that doesn’t invoke faith claims requires logical co-

herence, meaning conclusions logically drawn from provable premises.  Today, however, as Matthew 

Petrusek, Associate Professor of Theology at Loyola Marymount in Los Angeles, observes, secular culture 

views reasoned argument as an “arbitrary and oppressive social construct” such that “even basic con-

sistency is no longer a prerequisite for making moral and political arguments.”  Personal feelings about 

behaviors related to life issues are now entitled to trump what logical analysis would otherwise conclude 

about their moral merit.    
 

• Vocabulary’s Loss of Fixed Meaning Words essential to conversations about life issues have lost their 

once fixed meanings.  Archbishop Emeritus of Philadelphia Charles Chaput explains: The deeper prob-

lem, the one that’s crippling us, is that we use words like justice, rights, freedom and dignity without any 

commonly shared meaning to their content.  
 

We speak the same language, but the words don’t mean the same thing. Our public discourse 

never gets down to what’s true and what isn’t, because it can’t. Our most important debates 

boil out to who can deploy the best words in the best way to get power. Words like “justice” 

have emotional throw-weight, so people use them as weapons. And it can’t be otherwise, be-

cause the religious vision and convictions that once animated American life are no longer wel-

come at the table. After all, what can “human rights” mean if science sees nothing transcend-

ent in the human species? Or if science imagines a trans-humanist future? Or if science doubts 

that a uniquely human “nature” even exists? If there’s no inherent human nature, there can be 

no inherent natural rights—and then the grounding of our whole political system is a group of 

empty syllables.   

 

• Dissent Pathologized Opponents of Catholic teaching on hot button life issues like abortion, marriage, 

transgenderism,  conscience rights and inclusion sometimes frame those teachings as “dissenting” from 

mainstream thought.  They seek to suppress this dissent by personal vilification.  Professor Petrusek again: 

 

One of the greatest threats to freedom in our age is what we could call the “pathologizing of dissent.” 

Rather than saying, “I think differently from you,” or “Your position is false,” or even, “You are wrong,” it is 

increasingly common to hear from those with whom you disagree that you suffer from a phobia or are 

motivated by “hate.” 
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  We Pray for One Another & the World 
Mass Intentions 
 

Every mass that offered for the needs and 

intentions of someone. You can request 

that we support you in your intentions and 

your needs.  
 

Contact the Parish Office to request a 

mass be offered for someone you know 

that is in need of prayer, for your own in-

tentions, or for the repose of someone’s 

soul. The stipend is $10. 

We pray for those who serve,  

for their families and for peace 
 

 1st Lieutenant Patrick Benn, U.S. Marine Corps, son of 

Kathy & Adrian Benn 

 CDR Edward Carlton, U.S. Navy, son of Caroline & Frank 

Carlton  

 1st Lieutenant Henry L. Clark, U.S. Air Force, son of Gayle & 

Dan Clark 

 Airman Lindsey Foley, U.S. Air Force, niece of Chris Foley  

 1st Cadet Helen Hitt, U.S. Air Force Academy, daughter of 

Stephanie & John Hitt 

 Lt. Daniel Kozicki, U.S. Navy, nephew of Linda O’Dwyer  

We pray for those who are sick, 

especially …  
 

Pete Kelly, brother of Mark Kelly 

 

We pray for those who have died, 

especially …  
 

James Kirwan, brother of Priscilla Daley 

June Reband, mother of Lori Remien 

 

Have a name to add or remove?   

Email Dianne Fox: dfox@archchicago.org 

We join our Holy Father,  

Pope Francis, In Prayer 
 

The Holy Father has designated October as a 

month to pray for a Church open to everyone. 
 

“We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and 

courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the 

Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity 

and welcome, always living in an atmosphere 

of synodality.” 
 

Join the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network: 

popesprayerusa.net which addresses the challenges facing 

humanity. We pray and work to meet the challenges of the 

world identified by the Pope, while walking a spiritual path 

called the “Way of the Heart.” 

Sunday, October 2: 27th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

 5:00  For Our Parishioners 

Sun. 8:00  for strength to uphold the dignity 

of every human life 

 9:30  Kathleen Randall 

   Devin McGregor 

 11:00  for the wisdom and courage to 

protect God’s gift of human life at 

every stage 

 12:30  Haitian Mass 
 

Monday, October 3 

 8:00  For Our Beloved Dead 

Tuesday, October 4 

 8:00  To hear the cries of the poor, and 

to take action to help 

Wednesday, October 5 

 8:00  That the death penalty be 

abolished in every country 

Thursday, October 6 

 8:00  To find joy in all of God’s creation 

Friday, October 7 

 8:00  Deeper Devotion to Our Blessed 

Mother 

Saturday, October 8 

 8:00  To hear the cries of the earth, so 

that we will be moved to take 

better care of God’s gift of 

creation 

Vigil Mass for Sunday, October 9 

 5:00  For the fruitful unification of our 

parish 

http://popesprayerusa.net/



