
October 17, 2021—Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saint Mary Parish 

Our Parish Town Hall for Renew My Church 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

Parishioners gathered in the church this past 

Tuesday to consider the strengths and chal-

lenges of the four scenarios of the possibili-

ties facing the churches of Evanston. Watch 

the bulletins, e-blasts and our parish website 

for the complete report and the video of the 

presentation. (Read the pastor’s update (p3) 

Introducing John Hitt, member of St. Mary’s  

Grouping Feedback & Discernment Team (GFDT) 
 

John Hitt is a partner at the law firm Chapman and Cutler 

LLP and has been a parishioner at St. Mary since 2003. He 

and his wife Stephanie have four children, all of whom at-

tended Pope John XXIII school. John served on the School 

Board at Pope John XXIII School for six years, serving as  

either President or Vice President for four of those years, and 

also served as a member of the Finance Committee of the 

School Board. John also was an assistant coach for four 

years for various Pope John XXIII girls and boys basketball 

teams.  He currently is a member of the St. Mary Parish  

Finance Committee.  



  Giving Your Life as a Ransom 
     Mirka Gallo, MSW 

     Director, United Catholic Youth Ministry 

“For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10: 45 ) 

 

This is how the gospel for today ends. If I had to guess I would say that many people 

use this line in their day to day life. This is a lesson that if Jesus were a teacher today, he would maybe give us 

a C-, if he’s feeling generous. In our everyday lives I would say that many of us resemble James and John in 

this story because they are mainly thinking about the end goal, fame and glory. How often do we go through 

life giving and then expecting something in return? Or giving and expecting the person that is receiving to be 

eternally grateful? When was the last time you gave “your life as a ransom” and the only people who knew 

about it were you and God?  

 

Aside from UCYM, I work as a mental health social worker for Unaccompanied Youth, children who come to 

the United States seeking refuge and asylum from their home country. The life story of these adolescents is at 

times hard to hear, shocking, and filled with small but powerful moments of success. These participants hum-

ble me every single day, because I too feel like James and John. Whenever one of the participants is having a 

bad day and causing disruption, I think to myself, why aren’t they grateful they have a safe place to sleep, 

clothes, and food? Why am I giving and not receiving eternal praise? Jesus has an answer for me in the gos-

pel, because “to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been 

prepared”. I am called to serve whole-heartedly. 

 

The disciples did not understand what it was really like to be the Son of God, just like I will never understand 

what it is like to live in a war torn country or make a deadly journey alone at the age of 14. However, we learn 

to understand, to the best of our ability, by giving our lives just as Jesus did and just as these participants are 

doing. Jesus did it for our sins and these participants are doing it for their families, their communities, and their 

country … the last thing they think about is themselves. This is how you give your life as a ransom for many. So, 

let us go out and accompany in service those who give of their lives for many and expect nothing except 

Gods love in return.  

 

Who in your life acts as Jesus did for us? How do you give of your life as a ransom for many?  
 

As you sit, reflect, and pray this Sunday, I ask that you please keep all our unaccompanied youth and their 

families in your prayers.  

 

Happy Sunday, Mirka C. Gallo  
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Knights of Columbus 

Football Watch Party 
THIS Sunday, October 17 

At Noon in the Parish Center 

Enter through the Garden Entrance 

 

Green Bay Packers vs. Chicago Bears 
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Dearest St. Joseph, 

 

At the word of an angel, you lovingly took Mary into your home. 

As God’s humble servant, you guided the Holy Family on the 

road to Bethlehem, welcomed Jesus as your own son in the shel-

ter of a manger and fled far from your homeland for the safety 

of both Mother and Child. 

 

We praise God that as their faithful protector, you never hesitat-

ed to sacrifice for those entrusted to you. May your example in-

spire us also to welcome, cherish and safeguard God’s most pre-

cious gift of life. 

 

Help us to faithfully commit ourselves to the service and defense 

of human life — especially where it is vulnerable or threatened. 

 

Obtain for us the grace to do the will of God in all things. Amen. 

Hello My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I am writing you, after having attended the Tuesday 10/12/21 St. Mary Town Hall meeting, where four Renew 

My Church scenarios were discussed, and rotating small groups discussions named both strengths and chal-

lenges to each possibility.   

 

We had almost 60 parishioners in attendance, with many giving voice to questions, concerns, limitations, and 

future hopes for our Catholic Church in Evanston.  Thank you for everyone who attended. 

 

I would like to thank the hard work and participation of our RMC Discernment Feedback Grouping Team, who 

made the evening informative, and who facilitated the small groups so that parishioners could give us the 

feedback needed to move forward with the scenarios. 

 

Thank you again to the team members in attendance, Shelley Benson, Carolyn Buford, Karie Ferrell, James 

Holzhauer-Chuckus, and John Hitt.  There were many lively discussions throughout the evening---with many 

perspectives to consider.  This will help us express them to the larger RMC meeting, as each parish will bring us 

their strengths and challenges, as expressed by their parishioners.  

 

If you were not able to attend the Town Hall meeting, we would still like to have your thoughts on the four sce-

narios.  In both a mailing, and by last week’s emailed bulletin and Thursday e-blast, we sent you a format for 

recording your thoughts and either submitting them on line, or to fill out a paper form, to return them to the 

office by Friday October 15th.  Please prayerfully complete and submit by this weekend, so we can gather the 

questions, concerns, strengths and challenges that each scenario will bring forth---please continue to seek the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

 

In Christ’s Peace, 

Fr. Kevin 
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Candlelight Rosary 
Thursdays throughout October 

7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center Chapel 

 

We celebrate the Month of the Rosary and Respect Life 

Month. We light a candle for each prayer of the rosary until 

the room is illuminated by our intentions.  

 

October 21: The Sorrowful Mysteries 

 

We contemplate the sorrowful events of Jesus’s condemna-

tion and crucifixion as pray for the sorrows, violence and 

death in our own lives, in our communities and in the world. 

 

Bring your favorite rosary or pray on one of ours. 

 

Next Week: October 28: The Glorious Mysteries 

Benefits of Enrolling in Faith Direct 
 

For You:  
 

• Faith Direct allows Saint Mary parishioners to 

give regularly scheduled payments from their 

checking account or credit card automatical-

ly and securely.  

• You can even manage your giving through 

the Faith Direct App on your mobile devices. 
 

For Our Parish:  
 

• Faith Direct allows us to track each gift with 

less risk of error and greater consistency in the 

flow of our funds.  

• It is good for the environment because it lets 

us send out fewer envelopes via mail. 

September Stewardship Report 
 

Our Weekly Goal $8,000.00 
 

Weekend of September 5 2021 $3,996.00 

Weekend of September 12 2021 $3,004.00 

Monthly Offertory $9,518.00 

Weekend of September 19 2021 $4,876.00 

Weekend of September 26 2021 $3,696.00 

 

Our Year to Date Income 

  As of September 26 (13 out of 52 weeks) $77,823.00 

 

Our Year to Date Goal (13 out of 52 weeks) $104,000.00 

Difference + or (-) $(26,177.00) 

Celebrate  
All Saints & All Souls  

 

Mass Schedule for All Saints Day 
Monday, November 1 

8:00 a.m., Noon, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Annual Mass of Remembrance 
On All Souls Day 

Tuesday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

November is  

the Month of Remembrance.  
Please bring pictures of your  

deceased loved ones and place them 

at the font, beginning the weekend of 

October 30/31. 
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How To Build A Culture of Life 
 

Watching the news and reading the headlines, we may feel helpless seeing the heartbreaking lack of respect 

for human life. How do we respond when our efforts seem small in the face of the culture of death?   

Our Christian Identity 

 

To understand more fully how to defend and protect human life, we must first consider who we are, at the 

deepest level. God creates us in his image and likeness, which means we are made to be in loving relationship 

with him. The essence of our identity and worth, the source of our dignity, is that we are loved by God: "We are 

not the sum of our weaknesses and failures; we are the sum of the Father's love for us and our real capacity to 

become the image of his Son."[1] 

We are called to divine intimacy, true communion with God, and we can grow in this closeness with him 

through daily prayer, reading the Scriptures, and frequent participation in the sacraments, especially Confes-

sion and the Eucharist.  

  

Our Mission as Christians 
 

The knowledge and realization of how deeply we are loved by God elicits a response of love that simultane-

ously draws us closer to God and, at the same time, impels us to share his love with others. 

  

Embracing a relationship with God means following in his footsteps, wherever he may call. Just as Jesus invited 

St. Peter and St. Andrew to become his disciples, he invites us to do the same: "Come after me, and I will make 

you fishers of men" (Matthew 4:19). 

  

Being a disciple of Jesus naturally includes sharing the Gospel with others and inviting them into a deeper rela-

tionship with God. As Christians, our identity and our mission are two sides of the same coin; like the apostles, 

we are called to be missionary disciples.  

  

Missionary Discipleship 
 

This doesn't necessarily mean quitting our jobs or moving to foreign countries. For most of us, our mission field is 

daily life: "Christ teaches us how to evangelize, how to invite people into communion with him, and how to 

create a culture of witness: namely, through love. A Christian life lived with charity and faith is the most effec-

tive form of evangelization."[2] 

 

The first step towards living this life is allowing Jesus to meet and transform us daily. If we respond to his grace, 

our lives will show we have something beyond what the world offers: we follow a person whose love changes  

(Continued on next page) 



Young Adult Ministries 
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How To Create A Culture of Life (continued from page 5) 

 

our lives, so we want others to also experience his transforming love. 

When we live in union with God, open to his prompting, we're more 

able to see the opportunities for witness and his guidance in re-

sponding to these opportunities. We may fear doing the wrong thing 

or saying the wrong thing, but we do not need to be afraid. Jesus 

promised his disciples, "I am with you always, until the end of the 

age" (Matthew 28:20).  

  

Identity Crisis 
  

As a society and as individuals, we often measure ourselves by false 

standards: by what and how much we do, our successes or failures, 

how others treat us, the degree of our pleasure or independence, 

etc. And when these changeable substitutes prove to be insufficient, 

or when we are faced with challenges and suffering, we may feel 

helpless, alone, or abandoned; we may be tempted to feel as though our lives have decreased value or 

worth. 

  

But God's love—individual, real, unchanging—is the true source of our worth, identity, and dignity. It really is 

not a question of who we are, but rather whose we are. Because his love will never change, nothing can re-

duce our God-given dignity, and nothing can diminish the immeasurable worth of our lives.  

  

Our Response 
  

When someone is facing great trials, we need to meet them where they are, walk with them on their journey, 

intercede for them, and be open to sharing Christ's love however he directs. 

 

When a woman becomes pregnant, and her boyfriend threatens to leave if she continues the pregnancy, we 

need to lovingly walk with her. When family members or friends become seriously ill, we need to assure them 

that God still offers them something in this life, and they still have purpose. We need to consistently be with 

them every step of the way. 

 

Sometimes our actions speak for themselves; other times, words are needed. Whatever the situation, Jesus 

knows how to speak to each person's heart; we simply need to follow where he leads. 

  

A Culture of Life 
  

This is how we answer our missionary call. This is how we build a culture of life, a culture that joyfully proclaims 

the truth of God's love, purpose, and plan for each person. Changing the culture is a process of conversion 

that begins in our own hearts and includes a willingness to be instructed and a desire to be close to Jesus—the 

source of joy and love. 

 

When we encounter Christ, experience his love, and deepen our relationship with him, we become more 

aware of our own worth and that of others. His love for each person is cause for great joy, and growing under-

standing of this priceless treasure motivates us to share his love with others. Our lives are often changed by the 

witness of others; so too, others' lives may be changed by our witness and authentic friendship with them. 

 

Let us go, therefore, and not be afraid. God is always with us. 

 
[1] John Paul II, Homily, 17th World Youth Day, Downsview Park, Toronto, July 28, 2002. 

[2] USCCB Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis, Disciples Called to Witness: The New Evangelization. Copyright © 2012, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. 

 

Excerpt from "Homily of the Holy Father John Paul II" © 2002, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017, 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 
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  We Pray for One Another & the World 

October 17-29th Sunday Ordinary Time 
  

 Sat 5:00  Liam Patrick Gallagher 

   1 year anniversary  

 8:00  Our Parishioners 

 9:30  Mary Theresa Ferguson 

 11:00  Pope Francis’ Intention 

   “that every baptized person 

may be engaged in 

evangelization, available to 

the mission, by being 

witnesses of a life that has the 

flavor of the Gospel.” 
 

Monday, October 18-St. Luke 
 

 8:00  Jack Gaul 
 

Tuesday, October 19-Sts. John Brebeuf  

                   & Isaac Jogues 
 

 8:00  For Our Parish as we go 

through Renew My Church 
 

Wednesday, October 20 
 

 8:00  Timmy Matchen 
 

Thursday, October 21 
 

 8:00  Dan Saito 
 

Friday, October 22-St. John Paul II 
 

 8:00  Protection of all people 

suffering violence in their lives 
 

Saturday, October 23 
 

 8:00   Jack Gaul 
 

October 24-30th Sunday Ordinary Time 

 Sat 5:00  Our Parishioners 

 8:00  Mike McGinty 

 9:30  Rita Corbett 

 11:00  Protection of Unborn Children  

Mass Intentions 
 

Every mass that is offered is offered for the 

needs and intentions of someone. You 

can request that we support you in your 

intentions and your needs.  

 

Contact the Parish Office to request a 

mass be offered for someone you know 

that is in need of prayer, for your own in-

tentions, or for the repose of someone’s 

soul. The stipend is $10. 

We pray for those who serve,  

for their families and for peace 
 

 1st Lieutenant Patrick Benn, U.S. Marine Corps, son of Kathy & 

Adrian Benn 

 CDR Edward Carlton, U.S. Navy, son of Caroline & Frank 

Carlton  

 2nd Lieutenant Henry L. Clark, U.S. Air Force, son of Gayle & 

Dan Clark 

 Airman Lindsey Foley, U.S. Air Force, niece of Chris Foley  

 1st Cadet Helen Hitt, U.S. Air Force Academy, daughter of 

Stephanie & John Hitt 

 Lt. Daniel Kozicki, U.S. Navy, nephew of Linda O’Dwyer  

We pray for those who are sick, 

especially …  
 

Kathy & Timothy Matchen 

Gezienna Postema 

Sherry Anthony 
  

We pray for those who have died, 

especially …  
 

Les Pauls 

Manuel Mendoza 

Marion Flynn 
 

Have a name to add or remove?   

Email Dianne Fox: dfox@stmaryevanston.org 

We join our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 

In Prayer 
 

The Holy Father has designated October as 

a month to pray for missionary disciples. 
 

“We pray that every baptized person may 

be engaged in evangelization, available to 

the mission, by being witnesses of a life that 

has the flavor of the Gospel.” 
 

Join the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network: 

popesprayerusa.net which addresses the 

challenges facing humanity. We pray and 

work to meet the challenges of the world 

identified by the Pope, while walking a 

spiritual path called the “Way of the Heart.” 

http://popesprayerusa.net/



