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This Week at Saint Mary’s 
Advent Communal Reconciliation Service 
Monday, November 29, 7:00 p.m. in the church 

A brief Liturgy of the Word, followed by time for 

individual confession. 

 

An Advent Series, The First Night 

An Evening of Reflection 
Tuesday, November 30, 7:00 p.m. in the Gathering Space 

“Help us to know darkness, so that we may see your light.” 

 

St. Mary’s Black Catholics Discussion Group 
Wednesdays, 2:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Contact Shannon Ambroise, MAPS for the link  

shannon@UCYM.org 

 

St. Mary’s Quilters Ministry 
No meeting this Thursday; come join us next week,  

December 2 at 10:00 a.m. In the Gathering Space.  

No experience needed. We have materials to get you started. 

 

Candlelight Rosary during Advent 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Center Chapel 

This week we pray the Joyful Mysteries 

 

Esprit d’Amour Charismatic Prayer Group 
Fridays at 7:30 p.m. in the Church (French/Creole) 

Weekly Prayer & Worship 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30-4:30 p.m. during Advent 
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Mondays-Saturdays 8:00 a.m. in the Church 
 

Daily Mass, recorded from our parish Chapel  

Sunday-Saturday on our parish YouTube channel by 7:00 a.m.   

 

Saturday Morning Rosary 
7:30 a.m. before the 8:00 a.m. Mass, in the Church 

 

Sunday Mass Schedule 
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. in Church 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Sunday afternoons, 3:00-6:00 p.m. in the church 

Friday mornings, 8:30-10:00 a.m. in the church 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrHFC5MpGVi-26PQuX55h2w/
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Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the 

stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring of 

the sea and the waves.” 

Luke 21: 25 
 

Our Catholic faith is so full of wondrous mystery and paradox. In preparation to celebrate the joyous season of 

Christmas, we spend these next four weeks in the celebration of anticipation for the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ as an infant born into humble circumstances right after we just celebrated Him as King of the Universe last 

Sunday. 
 

As we begin this season of Advent, we are aware that we are in the darkest part of our year. We’ve turned the 

clocks back and already the sun sets before 4:30 p.m. and we’re still weeks away from the longest night of the 

year.  And so, what do we do? We light candles on our Advent wreaths, we string Christmas lights inside and 

outside of our homes; even the secular world has hung the holiday lights on lamp posts, bushes, and trees and 

in every restaurant, bar, and store.  
 

But one of my favorite songs of the season is “To Know Darkness” (Orin Johnson & Shannon Cerneka, search for 

it at YouTube). The lines of the refrain remind us that “lights of our own creation, may keep us from knowing your 

presence” and prompt us to pray, “Holy Spirit, help us to know darkness so that we may see your light.” 
 

We’re all aware that we live in dark times. We only have to watch the news and current popular television and 

movies; listen to the hate talk and malicious gossip that surrounds us in social media, in the halls of our schools 

and workplaces, on our streets and in the political arena; and recognize the effects of the devastation we are 

perpetrating on God’s creation, to understand the opening line of this Sunday’s gospel quoted above. 
 

But, let’s not crowd out all that darkness with lights of our own creation. Let’s not use our phones, tablets, com-

puters and televisions, or time spent shopping and partying, to blind us to the darkness around us. Let’s remind 

ourselves that we have nothing to fear,  that, “ ... when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your 

heads because your redemption is at hand.” (Luke 21:28) …  we know that the light of Christ is always coming 

into the world. So keep our parish theme for Advent somewhere close at hand. Bring your family, friends and 

neighbors and gather together for prayer and worship, and for the special parish events — our Advent series, 

Lessons & Carols and our Holiday Open House.  
 

Together we will “be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.“ 

Help Us To Know Darkness …  
 Karie Ferrell, Director of Faith Formation 

Advent Reconciliation Services 
Monday, November 29 
7:00 p.m. at Saint Mary Parish 
 

Wednesday, December 15 
7:00 p.m. at Saint Athanasius Parish 

Bilingual priest available 

 

A brief Liturgy of the Word, followed by  

time for individual confession 

Candlelight  
Rosary for Advent 
Thursdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Parish Center Chapel 
 

December 2 

Joyful Mysteries 
 

December 9 

Luminous Mysteries 
 

December 16—Sorrowful Mysteries 
 

December 23—Glorious Mysteries 

 

Reflection ~The Rosary ~ Music Meditation 



Be Strong, Take Heart 

All You Who  

Hope In The Lord 
 

My Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

As we begin our journey through Advent, we re-

member we are a people of expectation; a peo-

ple who wait in hope; and a people who wait in 

trust to the promises that God has given to us in his 

covenant.  We are called to “be strong and take 

heart, all who hope in the Lord.” 
 

Throughout this Advent, the Sunday readings re-

minds us that even in dark times there are reasons 

to hope and trust in all that God promises.  As 

Thomas Merton writes in No Man Is an Island, 

“Hope is the wedding of two freedoms, human 

and divine, in the acceptance of a love that is at 

once a promise and the beginning of fulfillment.”  

We recognize that our God is one of promises, of 

miracles, and of possibilities.  The divine breaks into 

our humanity, and restores us to full relationship.   
 

As we hear in the Advent hymn, “Gift of God”, by 

Marty Haugen, “Come, O Living Flame of Free-

dom:  Living hope of our redemption:  Come, and 

lead us to new life.”  So let us stand in awe of a 

God who loves us so much, that he was willing to 

die for us, so that we may have new life.  Merton 

continues to write, “We are not perfectly free until 

we live in pure hope….He who hopes in God, 

trusts God.”   
 

We can often get stuck on why God chose to 

save us the way he did.  He saves us in freedom, 

he saves us unconditionally, and he saves us on a 

journey that moves us from the manger to the 

cross.  As Fr. Gordon Gilsdorf writes, “I searched 

God’s lexicon to fathom ‘Bethlehem’ and 

‘Calvary.’  It simply said:  ‘See Love.’” 
 

I am truly grateful to all parishioners who have 

faithfully supported the parish during the pandem-

ic, just as they have done for many years.  I am 

grateful to all who continue to give, even though 

they have not yet been able to attend in person.  

I am also grateful to all volunteers who helped 

open our church, and to all who donate time, tal-

ent, and treasure.   
 

My wish for you and yours this Advent is good 

health and good fortune.  I will continue to pray 

for your families, and that we will all “be strong 

and take heart; all you who hope in the Lord.” 

 

In Christ’s Peace, 

Fr. Kevin 



 

Advent Begins: Sunday, November 28 
December 5, 2nd Sunday, December 12, 3rd Sunday, December 19, 4th Sunday 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday Mass Schedule: Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.; Sundays, 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Haitian Mass: 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 5, and Sunday, January 2 

Weekdays: Mondays through Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. 
 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Sunday Afternoons, 3:00—6:00 p.m. in the Church; Friday Mornings 8:30-10:00 a.m. in the Church 

 

Celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday Afternoons, November 27; December 4, 11, 18 

3:30—4:30 p.m. in the Church (No Scheduled Confessions December 25 or January 1) 
 

Communal Reconciliation Services 

Monday, November 29: 7:00 p.m. at Saint Mary Parish 

Wednesday, December 15: 7:00 p.m. at Saint Athanasius Parish, bilingual priest available 
 

Praying the Rosary 
Saturday Mornings at 7:30 a.m. in the Church before the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

Candlelight Rosary & Meditation, Thursdays 7:00—8:00 p.m. in the Parish Center Chapel  

 

Immaculate Conception, A Holy Day of Obligation 
Wednesday, December 8: Masses at 8:00 a.m., Noon, and 7:00 p.m. 
 

A Simple Lessons & Carols and Holiday Open House 
Sunday, December 12, 4:00 p.m. in the Church, followed by the Open House in the Gathering Space 

 

Mass Schedule for the Season of Christmas 
Christmas Eve, Friday December 24 

5:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day, Saturday December 25 

9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.  

NO scheduled confessions or 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass for Sunday 
 

Feast of the Holy Family, Sunday, December 26 

8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.  

NO scheduled confessions or Saturday 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 
 

Mary, Mother of God, A Holy Day, Saturday January 1 

Friday, 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass & Saturday, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.  

NO scheduled confessions or Saturday 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass for Sunday 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord, Sunday, January 2 

Sunday 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Haitian Mass at 12:30 p.m.  

NO scheduled confessions or Saturday 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 
 

The Baptism of the Lord, Sunday, January 9 

Saturday 5:00 p.m.; Sunday 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Reconciliation returns to normal schedule, Saturday, 4:00-4:30 p.m. 
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The Knights of Columbus mission is to empower Catholic men to live their faith at home, in their parish, at work 

and in their community. For more than 15 years, the Evanston Knights of Columbus haVE provided unwaver-

ing support to our St. Mary Conference: securing and donating new coats for those in need; partnering with 

Vincentians to deliver holiday food baskets; helping fulfill bundle weekend logistics (e.g. unloading donations, 

loading of trailers/trucks); backing and staffing our Sip n’ Soup fundraiser; and assisting with special events 

such as our Easter Egg Hunt, which entailed serving lunch, producing arts & crafts activities, facilitating pic-

tures with the Easter Bunny, and playing games with the families we serve. 

 

The merit of this extensive list speaks for itself, but what it does not capture is the spirit that The Knights bring to 

our efforts — the verve, enthusiasm, and spirit of cooperation and partnership imbues our Conference pro-

gramming with an energy that makes our work come alive, and through their example, they bring more peo-

ple into the St. Vincent de Paul mission, and therein, give us a chance to deepen our impact. 

 

The Knights principles of charity, unity and fraternity dovetail with our mission to feed, cloth, house and heal 

individuals and families in our community. With their support, our Conference has been able to magnify and 

multiple our efforts. No matter the undertaking or ask, the Knights have responded with resolute commitment 

to aid and assist the St. Mary Conference, and we are ever grateful. 

 

And now, in addition to expressing our gratitude, we say, “congratulations,” because our St. Mary’s Knights of 

Columbus received the SVDP Top Hat Award on November 21 via a virtual Mass! This acknowledgment is pre-

sented to a non-Vincentian, group, or business that provides an outstanding support to SVDP to continue the 

legacy of helping the needy. We are proud of our Knights and you should be, too, so please acknowledge 

them and give them even more thanks and praise. 

SAINT MARY CONFERENCE NOMINATES 

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

 

TOP HAT AWARD 

An Advent Series: Be Strong and Take Heart, All You Who Hope In The Lord 
Tuesdays: November 30, December 7 & 14, 7:00 p.m. in the Church’s Gathering Space 

Evening One 
 

Help Us To Know Darkness 

So That We May See Your Light 

 

An Evening of Reflection 

Scripture & Reflection 

Music & Meditation 

Evening Two 
 

This Is Such A Strange Way 

To Save The World 

 

An Evening of Faith Sharing 

Conversation on Shared Topics 

Various Facilitators Per Group 

Evening Three 
 

God Sends A Messiah: 

On Humanness & Morality 

 

A Panel Discussion 

Guest Presenters from  

Loyola University 
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Christmas 2021: The Giving 

Tree Returns to St Saint Mary 
 

For the Clients of The Women’s Center 

Visit their website: gotwc.org 

 

The Women’s Center is an established pro-

life organization that aides women  in crisis 

pregnancies well beyond the decision to 

give life to their child. Our parish has gen-

erously participated in the Giving Tree for 

many years. Our tree is adorned with pink 

and blue tags for children 0-16 years old. 

The little ones thank you; the gifts you give 

may be their only gifts.  

 

How To Give:  
 

 Pick a tag (or two or three) from the 

Giving Tree  

 Purchase items for the boy or girl and/

or purchase gift cards for Jewel or 

Mariano’s for the Women’s Center’s 

clients and their children 

 Bring unwrapped  presents and gift 

cards to St Mary’s Church by Sunday, 

December 12th.  
  

How To Help:  
 

 We’d welcome volunteers to help us 

load and deliver the toys and cards to 

the Women’s Center on Sunday, De-

cember 12.  

 The Center needs volunteers to help 

sort gifts and cards between Decem-

ber 12 and 19 and/or to chaperone its 

Northside children’s party December 

18. 

 

Questions?  

Want to Volunteer? 
 

Contact: Respect Life Coordinator,  

Jane Colleton (847) 866-8445 or 

email jccolleton@gmail.com 

Hoodies for the Holidays 
 

As an inter-parish effort between St. Mary’s 

and St. Nick’s,  we have committed to help-

ing provide a merry Christmas for the children 

who reside at The Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice 

Child + Family Center, located on Washing-

ton across from Pope John XXIII School.  
 

The 36 Rice Center residents have requested warm hoodie 

sweatshirts this holiday season. If you wish to purchase one or 

more sweatshirts, please contact Claire Zulkey 

at clairezulkey@gmail.com / 847-312-6993 for details by no 

later than December 7. Sweatshirts can be directly shipped to 

or dropped off at the Center or be picked up as needed.  
 

The Rice Center provides a temporary home for children ages 

6-14 in care with severe mental health and behavior 

needs. Children’s Home + Aid, one of Evanston’s oldest institu-

tions, has provided services to children at this location for over 

100 years. 

mailto:jccolleton@gmail.com


Young Adult Ministries 
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Save the Date!  
Saturday, December 11, 2021 ~ 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

UCYM Center, St. Nicholas Parish Campus 

RSVP to Shannon Amboise at Shannon@ucym.org 



 www.stmaryevanston.org Page 7 

  We Pray for One Another & the World 

November 28-1st Sunday of Advent 

 Sat 5:00  Jim Osburn  

 8:00  Stanley Kowalczyk 

   Dee Dee Regaledo 

 9:30  Our Parishioners 

   Mary Therese Ferguson 

 11:00  Zenon Waszkiewicz 

  

Monday, November 29 

 8:00  Mary DuCharme 

   Dee Dee Regaledo 

 

Tuesday, November 30 

 8:00  Dee Dee Regaledo 

 

Wednesday, December 1 

 8:00  Dee Dee Regaledo 

 

Thursday, December 2 

 9:00  John & Ann Coffey  

   Dee Dee Regaledo 

 

Friday, December 3 

 8:00  Dee Dee Regaledo 

 

Saturday, December 4 

 8:00   Dee Dee Regaledo 

 

December 5-2nd Sunday of Advent 

 Sat 5:00  Jan Murphey  

 8:00  Betty Szarnych 

 9:30  Regina Jankowski 

 11:00  John Premo 

   Our Parishioners 

 12:30  Haitian Mass 

Mass Intentions 
 

Every mass that is offered is offered for the 

needs and intentions of someone. You 

can request that we support you in your 

intentions and your needs.  
 

Contact the Parish Office to request a 

mass be offered for someone you know 

that is in need of prayer, for your own in-

tentions, or for the repose of someone’s 

soul. The stipend is $10. 

We pray for those who serve,  

for their families and for peace 
 

 1st Lieutenant Patrick Benn, U.S. Marine Corps, son of Kathy & 

Adrian Benn 

 CDR Edward Carlton, U.S. Navy, son of Caroline & Frank 

Carlton  

 1st Lieutenant Henry L. Clark, U.S. Air Force, son of Gayle & 

Dan Clark 

 Airman Lindsey Foley, U.S. Air Force, niece of Chris Foley  

 1st Cadet Helen Hitt, U.S. Air Force Academy, daughter of 

Stephanie & John Hitt 

 Lt. Daniel Kozicki, U.S. Navy, nephew of Linda O’Dwyer  

We pray for those who are sick, 

especially …  
 

 Kathy & Timothy Matchen Patricia Sonnone 

 Paula Iacucci Julia and Ramon Navarro 

 Vickie McCray Jain Simmons 

 Tom Stadler Elaine Pollak 

 Gabriela Vega Margarita & Jeronimo Vega 

 Vincent Mary 
  

We pray for those who have died, 

especially …  
 

Cynthia Splatt, former St. Mary’s Director of Religious Education 

Elvira Biancalana, mother of Nancy Kerstein 

Honorina Gonzales Rojas 
 

Have a name to add or remove?   

Email Dianne Fox: dfox@stmaryevanston.org 

We join our Holy Father, Pope 

Francis, In Prayer 
 

The Holy Father has designated November as 

a month to pray for people who suffer from 

depression. 
 

“We pray that people who suffer from 

depression or burn-out will find support and a 

light that opens them up to life.  
 

Join the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network: popesprayerusa.net 

which addresses the challenges facing humanity. We pray and 

work to meet the challenges of the world identified by the Pope, 

while walking a spiritual path called the “Way of the Heart.” 

http://popesprayerusa.net/



