
Saint Mary Parish 
October 2020 

Respect Life Month 

Month of the Most Holy Rosary 



From the Apostolic Letter, On The Most Holy Rosary 

1. The Rosary of the Virgin Mary, which gradually took form in the second 

millennium under the guidance of the Spirit of God, is a prayer loved by 

countless Saints and encouraged by the Magisterium. Simple yet pro-

found, it still remains, at the dawn of this third millennium, a prayer of 

great significance, destined to bring forth a harvest of holiness. It blends 

easily into the spiritual journey of the Christian life, which, after two thou-

sand years, has lost none of the freshness of its beginnings and feels 

drawn by the Spirit of God to “set out into the deep” (duc in altum!) in 

order once more to proclaim, and even cry out, before the world that 

Jesus Christ is Lord and Saviour, “the way, and the truth and the 

life” (Jn 14:6), “the goal of human history and the point on which the de-

sires of history and civilization turn”.(1) 

The Rosary, though clearly Marian in character, is at heart a Christocen-

tric prayer. In the sobriety of its elements, it has all the depth of the Gos-

pel message in its entirety, of which it can be said to be a compendium.
(2) It is an echo of the prayer of Mary, her perennial Magnificat for the 

work of the redemptive Incarnation which began in her virginal womb. 

With the Rosary, the Christian people sits at the school of Mary and is led 

to contemplate the beauty on the face of Christ and to experience the 

depths of his love. Through the Rosary the faithful receive abundant 

grace, as though from the very hands of the Mother of the Redeemer.  
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http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/2002/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_20021016_rosarium-virginis-mariae.html#fn1
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1. “LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” — “Praise be to you, my Lord”. In the 

words of this beautiful canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi  reminds us 

that our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life 

and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us. 

 

2. This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted 

on her by our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which 

God has endowed her. We have come to see ourselves as her 

lords and masters, entitled to plunder her at will. The violence pre-

sent in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms 

of sickness evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all forms 

of life. This is why the earth herself, burdened and laid waste is 

among the most abandoned and maltreated of our poor; she 

“groans in travail”. 

 

10. I believe that Saint Francis is the example par excellence of care 

for the vulnerable and of an integral ecology lived out joyfully and 

authentically. … He shows us just how inseparable the bond is be-

tween concern for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to soci-

ety, and interior peace. 

 

29. One particularly serious problem is the quality of water available to 

the poor.  

 

46. The social dimensions of global change include the effects of tech-

nological innovations on employment, social exclusion, an inequi-

table distribution and consumption of energy and other services, 

social breakdown, increased violence and a rise in new forms of 

social aggression, drug trafficking, growing drug use by young peo-

ple, and the loss of identity.  

 

209. An awareness of the gravity of today’s cultural and ecological crisis 

must be translated into new habits.  

 

210. Environmental education has broadened its goals. Whereas in the 

beginning it was mainly centered on scientific information, con-

sciousness-raising and the prevention of environmental risks, it tends 

now to include a critique of the “myths” of a modernity grounded 

in a utilitarian mindset (individualism, unlimited progress, competi-

tion, consumerism, the unregulated market). It seeks also to restore 

the various levels of ecological equilibrium, establishing harmony 

within ourselves, with others, with nature and other living creatures, 

and with God. 

Quotes from the Encyclical Letter 

Laudato si’ 
Of the Holy Father Francis 

On Care For Our Common Home 

May 24, 2015 

 

Read the entire document at: 

vatican.va 
Choose English, Click on Encyclicals 
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“A certain way of understanding 

human life and activity has gone 

awry, to the serious detriment of 

the around us.”  
 

Pope Francis (2015) 
 

“One way to read modern history  

is as a story of capitalist  

enchantment and  

a theology of money.”  
 

Eugene McCarraher (2020) 
 

Join us for a webinar discussion 

about ways to cultivate a more  

humane, sacramental way  

of being in the world. 
 

October 15, 2020 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 

Keynote Address:  

Eugene McCarraher 
 

Respondent: Daniel Rhodes 
 

REGISTER 
 

Hank Center for the Catho-

lic Intellectual Heritage 

The Week after the Webinar 
Prudence Moylan 

Spiritual Director of Saint Mary’s  

Conference of the  

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
 

Karie Ferrell 

Director of Faith Formation 
 

Invite You To: 

Furthering the Discussion:  

Capitalism, Culture  

& the Technocratic Paradigm 

 

October 21 at 2:00 PM  
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/86172615496?

pwd=R3E5c1VodGZ5SW9rS0NYVjdtR

GVqdz09 

https://www.luc.edu/ccih/archive/laudatosi5thetechnocraticparadigmoctober15-162020.shtml?utm_source=Main+Reader+List&utm_campaign=ac44c6cfc1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_03_16_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_407bf353a2-ac44c6cfc1-92305257
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86172615496?pwd=R3E5c1VodGZ5SW9rS0NYVjdtRGVqdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86172615496?pwd=R3E5c1VodGZ5SW9rS0NYVjdtRGVqdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86172615496?pwd=R3E5c1VodGZ5SW9rS0NYVjdtRGVqdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86172615496?pwd=R3E5c1VodGZ5SW9rS0NYVjdtRGVqdz09


Respect Life Reflection 
 

Twenty-five years ago, Pope St. John Paul II wrote that the Gospel of life is at the heart of Jesus’ saving message to 

the world (Evangelium vitae 1). In taking on human flesh, dwelling among us, and sacrificing his very life for our re-

demption, Christ reveals the profound dignity of every human person. This God-given dignity does not change with 

our stage of life, abilities, level of independence, or any other varying circumstance. 

 

Rather, it is rooted in the permanent fact that each of us is made in the image and likeness of God, created to share 

in the very life of God himself. The human person is a “manifestation of God in the world, a sign of his presence, a 

trace of his glory” (EV 34). And we must reflect this truth in how we act and how we treat one another.  

 

The truth of the Gospel of life is at the foundation of who we are as followers of 

Christ. In his earthly life, Jesus provided the perfect model for how we are to love 

our neighbor and live out the Gospel call: “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one 

of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt. 25:40).  

 

Jesus calls each of us to “care for the other as a person for whom God has made us responsible” (EV 87). The Gospel 

of life is intrinsic to the whole Christian life and foundational to the decisions we make on a daily basis. For, “the Gos-

pel of God’s love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person and the Gospel of life are a single and indivisible 

Gospel” (EV 2, emphasis added). 

 

In his encyclical on the Gospel of life, Pope St. John Paul II recognizes the full range of threats against human life, from 

poverty and malnutrition to murder and war. He places particular emphasis, however, on threats to life at its begin-

ning and end—precisely when it is most in need of protection. In modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs and 

those approaching the end of their lives are certainly among the “least of these” in our world’s estimation. Practices 

such as abortion and assisted suicide tragically reject the truth that human life is always to be cherished and defend-

ed with loving concern.  

 

As the Church celebrates the 25th anniversary of Pope St. John Paul II’s prophetic encyclical, let us reflect on how we 

personally live out the Gospel:  

 

 Do I talk about and act towards others as I would talk about and treat Jesus himself?  

 Do I inform myself of the Church’s teachings and engage in the civic arena as first a follower of Christ?  

 Do I support and advocate for laws and policies that protect and defend human life?  

 Do I help pregnant and parenting mothers in need?  

 Am I ready to support a loved one nearing death? 

 

Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, may Our Lord grant us the grace to truly and courageously live 

his Gospel of life. 

 
 

Excerpts from Evangelium vitae, © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Scriptural excerpts from Lectionary for Mass for Use in the 

Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, Inter-

national Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, 

D.C. All rights reserved. 

 

“to imitate Christ  

and follow in his footsteps” 

The Gospel of Life 51 
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How to Build a Culture of Life 
 

The Problem 
Watching the news and reading the headlines, we may feel helpless seeing the heartbreaking lack of respect for hu-

man life. How do we respond when our efforts seem small in the face of the culture of death?  

 

Our Christian Identity 
To understand more fully how to defend and protect human life, we must first consider who we are, at the deepest 

level. God creates us in his image and likeness, which means we are made to be in loving relationship with him. The 

essence of our identity and worth, the source of our dignity, is that we are loved by God: “We are not the sum of our 

weaknesses and failures; we are the sum of the Father’s love for us and our real capacity to become the image of his 

Son.”  
 

We are called to divine intimacy, true communion with God, and we can grow in this closeness with him through daily 

prayer, reading the Scriptures, and frequent participation in the sacraments, especially Confession and the Eucharist.  

 

Our Mission as Christians 
The knowledge and realization of how deeply we are loved by God elicits a response of love that simultaneously 

draws us closer to God and, at the same time, impels us to share his love with others. 

Embracing a relationship with God means following in his footsteps, wherever he may call. Just as Jesus invited St. Pe-

ter and St. Andrew to become his disciples, he invites us to do the same: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers 

of men” (Matthew 4:19).  
 

Being a disciple of Jesus naturally includes sharing the Gospel with others and inviting them into a deeper relationship 

with God. As Christians, our identity and our mission are two sides of the same coin; like the apostles, we are called to 

be missionary disciples.  

 

Missionary Discipleship 
This doesn’t necessarily mean quitting our jobs or moving to foreign countries. For most of us, our mission field is daily 

life: “Christ teaches us how to evangelize, how to invite people into communion with him, and how to create a cul-

ture of witness: namely, through love. A Christian life lived with charity and faith is the most effective form of evangeli-

zation.” 
 

The first step towards living this life is allowing Jesus to meet and transform us daily. If we respond to his grace, our lives 

will show we have something beyond what the world offers: we follow a person whose love changes our lives, so we 

want others to also experience his transforming love. 

When we live in union with God, open to his prompting, we’re more able to see the opportunities for witness and his 

guidance in responding to these opportunities. We may fear doing the wrong thing or saying the wrong thing, but we 

do not need to be afraid. Jesus promised his disciples, “I am with you always, until the end of the age” (Matthew 

28:20).  

(continued on Page 7) 
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Prudence Moylan 

Jason LaFountain 

 

At age 20 in 1833, Frédéric Ozanam 

and a group of friends at the Sor-

bonne formed a study group to 

better understand how to live as 

Christians in their own time; they 

called it the Conference of History.  

Socialist students who were follow-

ing the work of Henri de Saint-Simon 

on social justice taunted the Chris-

tians as only talking and not acting 

to help the oppressed.  Ozanam 

immediately took up the challenge 

and was determined: “Let us go to 

the poor.”   

 

In practice this meant approaching 

Rosalie Rendu (the Mother Teresa 

of her day), a Daughter of Charity 

who served the poor in the Quartier 

Mouffetard, an impoverished dis-

trict of Paris near the Sorbonne.  

Vincent de Paul and Louise de 

Marillac had founded the Daugh-

ters of Charity in 1633.  Sister Rosalie 

tutored Ozanam and his compan-

ions, showing them how to meet 

the poor with love as neighbors and 

how to serve the poor while re-

specting their dignity and wisdom 

gained through suffering.   

 

After making home visits, the young 

men would gather with Sister Rosa-

lie to reflect on their experience in 

the light of faith.  In these reflec-

tions, Ozanam defined the path of 

his faith journey as a Catholic lay-

man called to love his neighbor 

and to do justice.  The young men, 

inspired by what they learned from 

Sister Rosalie about Vincentian spir-

ituality, took St. Vincent de Paul as 

their guide and named their organi-

zation the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul.  We, the members of the St. 

Mary Conference of the St. Vincent 

de Paul Society, follow Ozanam 

and his friends on this path of faith 

as Christians.   
 

Ozanam studied law to please his 

father, but ultimately found his aca-

demic home in the study of lan-

guages and literature.  With doctor-

ates in both fields by 1838, he 

taught law for a time in Lyon, where 

he had grown up.  

  

He met Amélie Soulacroix there 

and fell in love. He was also offered 

an opportunity to teach literature 

at the Sorbonne.  Before marrying 

Amélie, Frédéric discussed his ca-

reer prospects with her.  She sup-

ported his desire to return to Paris.  

They married in June 1841, honey-

mooned in Italy, and took up resi-

dence in Paris that December.  In 

1845 they welcomed a daughter, 

Marie.  Frédéric’s understanding of 

love expanded and deepened 

through the marriage partnership 

and his fatherhood.  His passion for 

love and justice only grew stronger.  

 

As a Christian and scholar, he be-

came a well-known essayist on is-

sues of the time, particularly in con-

nection with reform in government 

and in the Church.  He wanted 

Christians to become leaders in 

transforming the relationship be-

tween the poor and the rich 

through the witness of their love in 

word and deed.  He challenged 

Church leaders to advocate for the 

poor, even at the risk of annoying 

the rich.  By the 1840s he was a 

strong advocate for democracy as 

the form of government best suited 

to a community rooted in love and 

justice.   

 

Ozanam proposed charity as a 

Christian contribution to the 

change needed in the world that 

would be described by Victor Hugo 

in Les Misérables and analyzed by 

Karl Marx in The Communist Mani-

festo.  In response to the winner-

take-all character of industrial capi-

talism, which pitted owners against 

workers and used state power to 

serve private economic and social 

interests, he challenged Christians 

to forge a more just society.  

Continued on next page 

Our Mission Statement 
A network of friends, inspired by Gospel Values,  

growing in holiness and building a more just world  

through personal relationships with service to people in need. 

Our Founder, Blessed Frédéric Ozanam 
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As the Revolution of 1848 unfolded 

in Paris, Ozanam served in a neigh-

borhood militia, called up to keep 

the peace, as the poor gathered in 

the streets in protest against their 

poverty.  He was grateful that he 

never had to fire the weapon that 

was provided to him.  He opposed 

violence but recognized the legiti-

macy of the cries of the poor, writ-

ing to a friend in 1848, “…let us oc-

cupy ourselves with people who 

have too many needs and not 

enough rights, who call out rightly 

for a greater involvement in public 

affairs, for guarantees of work — 

and who cry out against misery.” 

  

This is still our challenge in the year 

2020, in the midst of great social 

unrest and in light of the dispropor-

tionate impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic on the poor, particularly 

Black and Brown people whose 

work is defined as “essential,” but 

whose economic lives render them 

the most vulnerable to the corona-

virus.  Ozanam remains a source of 

inspiration to the laymen and wom-

en in the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul, who recognize that Christians 

are called to love both God and 

neighbor, and who serve the poor 

with humility, while advocating for 

justice for all in society.   

St. Vincent de Paul was born to a peasant family in a small village in south-

ern France around 1580.  He decided early in his life, with his family's support, 

that he wanted to become a priest, and he was ordained around the age 

of 20. In the early 1600s, the priesthood was sometimes seen as a career that 

could elevate its members above the poorer ranks.  The ambition to ad-

vance in the Church probably drove Vincent in his early years as a priest.  

He made trips to Rome, even anticipating elevation as a bishop, ending up 

in Paris around 1612.  When he was named pastor of a poor parish in the 

Paris suburbs, Vincent began to see the priesthood in an entirely new light.  

He became conscious that the poorest in society were wholly neglected in 

terms of their material and spiritual needs.  He experienced a conversion 

that led him to center his life around the needs of the poor in the spirit of 

Christ's message. 

 

Vincent's conversion was not just a personal change within himself.  It also 

led him to encourage and organize groups of people to support the poor. 

One story tells us that in 1617, as he was preparing for a Mass, he received 

news about the illness and profound misery of a family in his parish.  He men-

tioned the family in his homily, and his parishioners responded overwhelm-

ingly.  That event was the starting point of the Confraternity of Charity's foun-

dation, the first group founded by Vincent.  From 1620 onward, Vincent's life 

was devoted to organizing the activity of the Church in support of the most 

neglected people in society.  With the support of the Archbishop of Paris, he 

founded the Congregation of the Mission, whose members were priests fo-

cused on the needs of the poor.  Vincent also inspired St. Louise de Marillac 

to guide the Ladies of Charity, a group of noblewomen that were inspired 

by Vincent's work.  That group gave rise to a new religious community, the 

Daughters of Charity, whose members lived in houses, not convents, and 

who were committed to helping the poor and homeless in Paris, to minister-

ing in hospitals and caring for prisoners.  Vincent continued his work until his 

death on September 27, 1660. He was declared a saint in 1737 and soon be-

came the patron saint of charity work.  In 1833, when Frédéric Ozanam cre-

ated a society of lay Christians to serve the poor in Paris, he chose St. Vin-

cent de Paul as the patron and namesake.    

 

As we reflect on Vincent's work and the St. Vincent de Paul Society's history, 

we observe that in our own time the needs of poor people are rarely at the 

forefront of our policies and priorities.  The struggle to meet basic needs, 

such as housing and food, affects a significant part of the population. Ine-

qualities contribute to tensions in our society and prevent us from growing in 

harmony with Christian values. 

 

Like Vincent in his early life, we often focus on our own needs and growth, 

and we are not always ready to open our heart and mind to the difficulties 

experienced by the people around us.  When we do, we may feel over-

whelmed by the problem, and we may not know how to contribute to its 

solution.  The focus of each Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society is 

to grow together in holiness through personal service to people in need and 

to advocate for economic justice.  We thank the parishioners of St. Mary for 

your generosity.  Your support puts faith into action.  We also welcome new 

members interested in contributing their time or skills in support of the poor in 

our local community. 

Our Patron Saint Vincent de Paul 

On September 27, our 

Saint Mary Conference 

commissioned a new 

member and continuing 

members made their  

renewal of commitment.  
 

President: Jason LaFountain 

Vice Presidents: Stefano Mereu 

and Scott Wajda 

Secretary: Paula Haynes 

Treasurer: Maura Canavan 

Spiritual Advisor: Prudence 

Moylan 

 

Marlene Adler,  

Giselle Bernadel, John Fuller,  

Barbara Hare, Charles Luczak, 

and Cornell Roberts. 



Identity Crisis 
As a society and as individuals, we often measure ourselves by false standards: by what and how much we do, our 

successes or failures, how others treat us, the degree of our pleasure or independence, etc. And when these change-

able substitutes prove to be insufficient, or when we are faced with challenges and suffering, we may feel helpless, 

alone, or abandoned; we may be tempted to feel as though our lives have decreased value or worth. 

But God’s love—individual, real, unchanging—is the true source of our worth, identity, and dignity. It really is not a 

question of who we are, but rather whose we are. Because his love will never change, nothing can reduce our God-

given dignity, and nothing can diminish the immeasurable worth of our lives.  

 

Our Response 
When someone is facing great trials, we need to meet them where they are, walk with them on their journey, inter-

cede for them, and be open to sharing Christ’s love however he directs. 

When a woman becomes pregnant, and her boyfriend threatens to leave if she continues the pregnancy, we need 

to lovingly walk with her. When family members or friends become seriously ill, we need to assure them that God still 

offers them something in this life, and they still have purpose. We need to consistently be with them every step of the 

way. 

Sometimes our actions speak for themselves; other times, words are needed. Whatever the situation, Jesus knows how 

to speak to each person’s heart; we simply need to follow where he leads. 

 

A Culture of Life 
This is how we answer our missionary call. This is how we build a culture of life, a culture that joyfully proclaims the truth 

of God’s love, purpose, and plan for each person. Changing the culture is a process of conversion that begins in our 

own hearts and includes a willingness to be instructed and a desire to be close to Jesus—the source of joy and love. 

When we encounter Christ, experience his love, and deepen our relationship with him, we become more aware of 

our own worth and that of others. His love for each person is cause for great joy, and growing understanding of this 

priceless treasure motivates us to share his love with others. Our lives are often changed by the witness of others; so 

too, others’ lives may be changed by our witness and authentic friendship with them. 

 

Let us go, therefore, and not be afraid. God is always with us. 

John Paul II, Homily, 17th World Youth Day, Downsview Park, Toronto, July 28, 2002. 

 

USCCB Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis, Disciples Called to Witness: The New Evangelization. Copyright © 2012, United States Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. 

 

Excerpt from “Homily of the Holy Father John Paul II” © 2002, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Copy-

right © 2017, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops  

Toll-free order number: (866) 582-0943 | FREE Downloads: www.usccb.org/respectlife 

 

Reprinted [Excerpted] from Respect Life Program, copyright © 2017, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights re-

served. 
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Let’s Pray The Rosary Together 
Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. beginning on October 7, the Feast of Our Lady of the 

Rosary & continuing throughout the month of October, 

The Month of the Most Holy Rosary 
 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88060340170?pwd=SjhrUk92TWE0U1pxYzlVQWkwK3NKUT09  
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First Communions & A Baptism in August 

Fifteen children and three teens celebrated First Communion: 

Isabella Bernal, Cole Gillies, Mateo Guerrero, José Hernandez, 

Felix Linder, Lucas Linder, Oliver Linder, Harper Noffke, Jeraldine 

Onofre, Brandon Orteaga, Melanie Orteaga, Yarilexa Orteaga, 

Sophia Potosnak, Mariana Ramirez, Daniel Renteria, Josephine 

Robinson, Christopher Sanchez, and Anthony Vega,  And little 

Mariela, accompanied by big sister, mom, dad and her godpar-

ents came to the font to be baptized. Don’t worry, everyone 

wore their mask in church; after they were properly distanced, 

we let them take them off … just for the photo. 



The Beginnings of a New Year 
 

Religious Education Program 2020-21 
Drive-In Mass & Materials Pickup, August 28 
 

Safely socially-distanced in their cars, families gathered 

to celebrate the Holy Mass, drive-in style. 
 

Father Kevin presided and Father Tony and Deacon 

Dennis, assisted with Communion. Dianne Fox, Tim 

Stadler & Jim Ward, provided the music and transmitted 

the mass through the car radio speakers. 
 

Catechists, Patricia and David Jacob, Nicole Duval, 

Mike Borman and Carmel Medard prepared and dis-

tributed the children’s tote bags full of their class books 

and supplies. 
 

Members of the UCYM leadership, James Holzhauer-

Chuckas, Mirka Gallo, Sam Carlson and Tom Duval. 

 

Pope John XXIII Opening Days 
 

Our parish school, Pope John XXIII School of the Parishes 

of Saint Mary & Saint Nicholas, opened its doors and 

welcomed the students back into physical classrooms. 

The children are following the good examples of teach-

ers, Father Kevin and the school mascot. 

Pope John XXIII School 
Opening Days, Aug 18-19 




