
Saint Mary Parish 
November 2020 

Month of Remembrance 



Nov 1: Solemnity of All Saints 
 Masses: Saturday 5 p.m.; Sunday 8 & 9:30 a.m. 

 

Nov 2: Commemoration of All the Faithful Depart-

ed (All Souls) 
 Mass available anline at 7:00 a.m. on YouTube 

 

Nov 3: Election Day Adoration [Eventbrite] 
 9:00 a.m. to Noon in the church, Reservations Are Required 

 

Nov 4: We Pray the Rosary  
 8:00 a.m. in our Zoom Prayer Space 

 Alpha Online—Who Is Jesus? 
 7:00 p.m. in Zoom 

 

Nov 7: Mass of Remembrance, 5:00 p.m. Mass 
 Reservations Are Required 

 

Nov 8: Teen Mass at the 9:30 Mass 
 Reservations Are Required 

 

Nov 10: Black Catholics Discussion Group 
 2:00 p.m. in Zoom, Contact sambroise@stmaryevanston.org 

 

Nov 11: We Pray the Rosary  
 8:00 a.m. in our Zoom Prayer Space 

 Alpha Online—Why Did Jesus Die? 
 7:00 p.m. in Zoom 

 

Nov 17: Black Catholics Discussion Group 
 2:00 p.m. in Zoom, Contact sambroise@stmaryevanston.org 

 

Nov 18: We Pray the Rosary  
 8:00 a.m. in our Zoom Prayer Space 

 Alpha Online—How Can I Have Faith? 
 7:00 p.m. in Zoom 

 

Nov 22: Feast of Christ the King 

 

Nov 24: Black Catholics Discussion Group 
 2:00 p.m. in Zoom, Contact sambroise@stmaryevanston.org 

 

Nov 25: We Pray the Rosary  
  8:00 a.m. in our Zoom Prayer Space 

 

Nov 26 Thanksgiving Day [Eventbrite] 
 9:00 a.m. Mass Reservations Are Required 

 Parking Lot Blessing & Pot o’ Gold Raffle Drawing 

 

Nov 29: First Sunday of Advent [Eventbrite] 
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Last month our Holy Father, Pope Francis, released a new encyclical on love for others, “a love that transcends the 

barriers of geography and distance … regardless of where he or she was born or lives.”  Here is the introduction to 

that letter. Please follow our parish bulletin for the next eight weeks as one of our parishioners presents various  

selections of the document along with commentary. 
 

1. “FRAT0ELLI TUTTI”.[1] With these words, Saint Francis of Assisi addressed his brothers and sisters and proposed to 

them a way of life marked by the flavour of the Gospel. Of the counsels Francis offered, I would like to select the 

one in which he calls for a love that transcends the barriers of geography and distance, and declares blessed all 

those who love their brother “as much when he is far away from him as when he is with him”.[2] In his simple and 

direct way, Saint Francis expressed the essence of a fraternal openness that allows us to acknowledge, appreci-

ate and love each person, regardless of physical proximity, regardless of where he or she was born or lives. 
 

2. This saint of fraternal love, simplicity and joy, who inspired me to write the Encyclical Laudato Si’, prompts me 

once more to devote this new Encyclical to fraternity and social friendship. Francis felt himself a brother to the sun, 

the sea and the wind, yet he knew that he was even closer to those of his own flesh. Wherever he went, he sowed 

seeds of peace and walked alongside the poor, the abandoned, the infirm and the outcast, the least of his broth-

ers and sisters. 
 

WITHOUT BORDERS 
 

3. There is an episode in the life of Saint Francis that shows his openness of heart, which knew no bounds and trans-

cended differences of origin, nationality, colour or religion. It was his visit to Sultan Malik-el-Kamil, in Egypt, which 

entailed considerable hardship, given Francis’ poverty, his scarce resources, the great distances to be traveled 

and their differences of language, culture and religion. That journey, undertaken at the time of the Crusades, fur-

ther demonstrated the breadth and grandeur of his love, which sought to embrace everyone. Francis’ fidelity to 

his Lord was commensurate with his love for his brothers and sisters. Unconcerned for the hardships and dangers 

involved, Francis went to meet the Sultan with the same attitude that he instilled in his disciples: if they found them-

selves “among the Saracens and other nonbelievers”, without renouncing their own identity they were not to 

“engage in arguments or disputes, but to be subject to every human creature for God’s sake”.[3] In the context of 

the times, this was an extraordinary recommendation. We are impressed that some eight hundred years ago Saint 

Francis urged that all forms of hostility or conflict be avoided and that a humble and fraternal “subjection” be 

shown to those who did not share his faith. 
  

4. Francis did not wage a war of words aimed at imposing doctrines; he simply spread the love of God. He under-

stood that “God is love and those who abide in love abide in God” (1 Jn 4:16). In this way, he became a father to 

all and inspired the vision of a fraternal society. Indeed, “only the man who approaches others, not to draw them 

into his own life, but to help them become ever more fully themselves, can truly be called a father”.[4] In the world 

of that time, bristling with watchtowers and defensive walls, cities were a theatre of brutal wars between powerful 

families, even as poverty was spreading through the countryside. Yet there Francis was able to welcome true 

peace into his heart and free himself of the desire to wield power over others. He became one of the poor and 

sought to live in harmony with all. Francis has inspired these pages. 
 

5. Issues of human fraternity and social friendship have always been a concern of mine. In recent years, I have 

spoken of them repeatedly and in different settings. In this Encyclical, I have sought to bring together many of 

those statements and to situate them in a broader context of reflection. In the preparation of Laudato Si’, I had a 

source of inspiration in my brother Bartholomew, the Orthodox Patriarch, who has spoken forcefully of our need to 

care for creation. In this case, I have felt particularly encouraged by the Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, with 

whom I met in Abu Dhabi, where we declared that “God has created all human beings equal in rights, duties and 

dignity, and has called them to live together as brothers and sisters”.[5] This was no mere diplomatic gesture, but a 

reflection born of dialogue and common commitment. The present Encyclical takes up and develops some of the 

The Beginning of the Encyclical Letter 

Fratelli Tutti 
Of the Holy Father Francis, On Fraternity and Social Friendship 

October 3, 2020 
 

Read the entire document at: vatican.va Choose English, Click on Encyclicals 
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great themes raised in the Document that we both signed. I have also incorporated, along with my own thoughts, a 

number of letters, documents and considerations that I have received from many individuals and groups throughout 

the world. 
 

6. The following pages do not claim to offer a complete teaching on fraternal love, but rather to consider its universal 

scope, its openness to every man and woman. I offer this social Encyclical as a modest contribution to continued re-

flection, in the hope that in the face of present-day attempts to eliminate or ignore others, we may prove capable of 

responding with a new vision of fraternity and social friendship that will not remain at the level of words. Although I 

have written it from the Christian convictions that inspire and sustain me, I have sought to make this reflection an invi-

tation to dialogue among all people of good will. 

7. As I was writing this letter, the Covid-19 pandemic unexpectedly erupted, exposing our false securities. Aside from 

the different ways that various countries responded to the crisis, their inability to work together became quite evident. 

For all our hyper-connectivity, we witnessed a fragmentation that made it more difficult to resolve problems that af-

fect us all. Anyone who thinks that the only lesson to be learned was the need to improve what we were already do-

ing, or to refine existing systems and regulations, is denying reality. 
 

8. It is my desire that, in this our time, by acknowledging the dignity of each human person, we can contribute to the 

rebirth of a universal aspiration to fraternity. Fraternity between all men and women. “Here we have a splendid secret 

that shows us how to dream and to turn our life into a wonderful adventure. No one can face life in isolation… We 

need a community that supports and helps us, in which we can help one another to keep looking ahead. How im-

portant it is to dream together… By ourselves, we risk seeing mirages, things that are not there. Dreams, on the other 

hand, are built together”.[6] Let us dream, then, as a single human family, as fellow travelers sharing the same flesh, 

as children of the same earth which is our common home, each of us bringing the richness of his or her beliefs and 

convictions, each of us with his or her own voice, brothers and sisters all. 

Fratelli Tutti (continued from previous page) 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#_ftn6
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Community & Thanksgiving  
In a Time of Pandemic 
Karie Ferrell, Director of Faith Formation 

Eight months ago, we had no idea that this pandemic would last this long. For most of us, we thought we might miss 

celebrating the mass for awhile, but we’d watch it on television or online and things would return to normal in the not 

too distant future. But, here we are looking ahead to the holiday seasons and we are still living in this new abnormal 

time and each of us is reacting to this in our own ways.  

 

My thoughts aren’t based in any kind of research study, they’re simply different stories of response that I’ve heard 

among friends, family and parishioners. Some of us have found a deepening of spirituality during this time when they 

have had more time at home, more time for different types of spiritual practices. Some of us are feeling lost, cut adrift 

from their usual ways of being—cut adrift from usual work routines and usual social connections, the loss of their usual 

church routine compounds their feelings of separateness. While some of us are feeling downright angry and extreme-

ly unsettled by not just the loss of usual ways of being, but by an increased workload and the weight of new responsi-

bilities that have arisen from new ways of working and parenting, others have found new peace and community in 

the smaller groups of people that are their community now. I’m sure that there are many more different responses 

because we are all unique and live in unique circumstances; these are just the stories I hear most often. 

 

My question here is: How will we each find our ways to be thankful, to find our peace of mind/heart/soul, to realize 

and celebrate the community to which we all belong, the Body of Christ?  

 

The answers will be different for each one of us, but my suggestion is to begin with the celebration of the Eucharist. 

This unusual time could be a time to create a new habit, or strengthen an old one, by increasing your involvement 

with the mass. The mass has always been available to us on a daily basis, but now it comes to us in our own homes. 

We can watch the daily mass from our parish chapel, and the Sunday mass from our church, at any time of the day 

or night on our parish YouTube channel. We can rewind it to listen to a particular passage of scripture that is speaking 

to us. We may be more able to focus on all the words of the liturgy.  

 

Spiritual Communion through the Mass Online, Consider these ideas: 
 

Prepare ahead of time. 
 

 Download the worship aid from the video’s notes on our parish YouTube [channel] 

 Read the scriptures in advance [usccb.org], choose Daily Readings 

 Set up your space – light a candle, place a chair and a pillow for a kneeler before the television, your computer 

or tablet. 

 Turn off your phones. 

 Spend some time in quiet prayer. 
 

As you participate: 
 

 Sing along when you can. 

 Make your responses aloud. 

 Make the appropriate postures and gestures – stand, sit, kneel. 

 Pray an Act of Spiritual Communion:  

 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be sep-

arated from You. Amen. 
 

Take some time in quiet prayer before you return to the rest of your day. Write down a phrase that caught your atten-

tion, put it somewhere you’ll see it often and recall it to mind though out the day. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrHFC5MpGVi-26PQuX55h2w/featured
usccb.org
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Excerpts from: “Why Pray for the Dead?” 
Dr. Andrew Swafford, https://media.ascensionpress.com/2019/11/01/why-pray-for-the-dead/ 

 

November 2, All Soul’s Day (and the first week of November), is the Church’s most earnest and concentrated time to 

pray for the dead. In fact, St. John Paul II was ordained on All Saints Day, November 1; and accordingly, he celebrat-

ed three “first Masses” the next day—on All Soul’s Day, the day on which a priest is permitted to offer up to three 

Masses on behalf of the dead. On November 2, 1946, John Paul II offered Masses for his deceased father, brother, 

and mother, all of whom he lost before he turned twenty-one. 
 

For me, there are loved ones I call to mind every Mass, especially as the gifts are brought forth. For the Mass is the of-

fering not just of Christ the Head, but of the entire Body of Christ to the Father. I intentionally place them upon the al-

tar, along with the making-present of Christ’s efficacious and atoning sacrifice. 
 

But why pray for the dead? For many, remembering the dead and celebrating their life makes sense; but why do 

they need our prayers? Our confusion here is because we no longer take seriously the full reality of sin. What do I 

mean?  
 

We tend to readily understand that sin separates us from God and that we need to be reconciled back to him. But 

we often fail to realize that we need more than merely forgiveness. Sin not only ruptures our relationship with God—it 

wounds us in the process. Imagine a nail stuck in a piece of wood. Forgiveness is represented by the removal of the 

nail. But the wood is not yet “whole”; there’s still an empty space in the wood left by the nail—which remains after the 

nail has been removed.  
 

God begins his great work of transformation in this life; if left incomplete upon death, he will complete the process of 

making us into glorious saints after death—that’s what we mean by purgatory, which is not a “second chance” or a 

half-way house. Rather, purgatory is for those who die in friendship with Christ, but not yet completely transformed 

and purified (see CCC 1030).  
 

Because for most of us God’s transformation in us is not fished upon death, from the beginning the Church has 

prayed for the dead … the Church has seen the need and tremendous value in praying for the dead. It is an act of 

charity, one that was likely more intuitive and self-evident in more traditional cultures, where the “family” was far 

more than one’s immediate relatives. In the Family of God, the Church, our immediate families are caught up in the 

life of the pilgrim Church on earth, the Church suffering in purgatory, and the Church triumphant in heaven—all three 

together are united in Christ and form the Church, the Bride and Body of Christ. Death does not sever this union—

anybody connected to the vine is connected to one another (see John 15:1-5).  
 

Finally, let’s keep in mind this bond of loving communion that unites us with the fallen 

in Christ: we should have great confidence that our prayers for them will be returned 

in a special way. Only God and the saints know how vital and powerful our prayers 

have been for those in purgatory; surely, they will not forget this kindness when they 

reach their glorious union with God. We are then assured of their loving prayers in 

return, which no doubt have a far greater effect upon our lives than we realize. 
 

How can we grow in communion with the dead in Christ, all of the faithful departed, 

but especially our loved ones who have gone before us? How can we grow in our 

love of them—not just by remembering them, but praying earnestly for them, espe-

cially at Mass. This is particularly true: for the Mass unites heaven and earth.  
 

Contact the Parish Office to request masses for your deceased loved ones. Mass Stipend is $10 

https://media.ascensionpress.com/2019/11/01/why-pray-for-the-dead/
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/para/1030.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-5&version=RSVCE
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Come Pray the Rosary Together 
Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.  

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82732692020?pwd=N0tGdElWL0JUUTRWeVFQV1RrQXZnQT09 

 

Our Zoom Prayer Space Opens at 7:45 for time to chat  

and share our intentions before we pray. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82732692020?pwd=N0tGdElWL0JUUTRWeVFQV1RrQXZnQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82732692020?pwd=N0tGdElWL0JUUTRWeVFQV1RrQXZnQT09



