
Saint Mary Parish 
May 24, 2020 — Ascension of the Lord 
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PARISH CENTER HOURS 
1012 Lake Street, Evanston IL 60201 

(847) 864-0333 
 

The Parish Center is CLOSED 

Until Further Notice 
 

Father Kevin McCray 

Pastor, ext 204 

kmccray@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Father Tony Joseph 

Associate Pastor, ext. 212 
 

Father Chris LeBlanc, Resident 
 

Deacon Dennis Robak, ext. 209 

drobak@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Deacon Ramon & Julia Navarro, x202 

rnavarro@stmaryevanston.org 

jnavarro@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Director of Music & Liturgy 

Dianne Fox, ext. 210 

dfox@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Director of Faith Formation 

Karie Ferrell, ext. 203 

kferrell@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Business Manager 

Leticia Montoya, ext. 201 

lmontoya@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Regional Director, Youth Ministry 

United Catholic Youth Ministry 
James Holzhauer-Chuckas ObSB, ext 231 

Jholzhauer-chuckas@stmaryevanston.org 
 

Dr. Molly Cinnamon 

Principal, Pope John XXIII School 

(847) 475-5678 

molly.cinnamon@popejohn23.org 

 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 

(847) 869-6134 
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Saint Mary Parish 
Established 1865 

A Community of Faith 
and Service in Christ 

Sunday Mass from the Church 

Daily Mass from Saint Mary Chapel 
Available to view daily after 7:00 a.m. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrHFC5MpGVi-26PQuX55h2w  

 

Stay Connected with Your Parish Community 
sww.stmaryevanston.org 

Authentically Black, Truly Catholic 

Saint Mary’s Black Catholics Discussion Group 
Wednesday, May 20 at 2:00 p.m. with Shannon Ambroise via Zoom 
 

Read the Commonweal article, Authentically Black, Truly Catholic 

Email: sambroise@stmaryevanston.org for the link to the discussion 

Celebrating God’s Gift of Creation 
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. on YouTube 

An original Lessons & Carols created by 

Dianne Fox, Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

This will be the 6th & Last Lesson: 

Listen to today’s meditation  

as well as the other five 

from last week. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrHFC5MpGVi-26PQuX55h2w/
https://www.stmaryevanston.org/
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/authentically-black-truly-catholic
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On Reopening Our Church 
 FR. KEVIN MCCRAY, PASTOR 

My Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

It has been my prayer that each one of you, and those you hold dear, are healthy and 

doing your best to thrive in this time of Pandemic.  It is hard to believe that we have just 

passed the two month mark of social-distancing, e-learning, shelter-in-home, and wear-

ing face masks in public.  Most importantly, who would have thought that we would not 

be able to celebrate our liturgies, sacraments, and all of the end-of year sacramental 

activities that make up our Saint Mary Parish and our school, Pope John XXIII? 

 

As you may have heard through the news media, Cardinal Cupich, recently shared a multi-phased plan for 

reopening churches in the Archdiocese of Chicago.  Please check out this link for the documents:   

http://www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/reopening 
 

 Phase I allows for parishes to reopen for Baptisms, Reconciliation, Weddings, and Funerals with a limit 

of 10 attendees. 

 Phase I - A allows for parishes to reopen for private prayer and adoration with a limit of 10 attendees 

at any one time. 

 Phase II allows for reopening for weekday and weekend Masses for larger groups depending on 

guidelines and capacity of the church building. 

 

Our Saint Mary Parish Reopening Plan 
 

It is important to understand that the efforts of the Archdiocese of Chicago and Saint Mary Parish will priori-

tize the safety and well-being of all while maintaining due respect and reverence for the sacraments and 

the liturgical norms of our faith. 
 

I have been in the process of recruiting a Parish Reopening Leadership Team with parishioner co-captains to 

lead our efforts.  All volunteers are required to attend training to ensure that our reopening plans conform to 

the guidelines developed by the Archdiocese in collaboration with civil and healthcare authorities.  We 

have also received a starter kit of protective and cleaning supplies, as well as detailed guidance on pur-

chasing and maintaining adequate supplies. 

 

Volunteers Needed   
We will need volunteers to assist with various aspects of our parish reopening plan.  It is important, that our 

leadership team members and our volunteers not be part of a “vulnerable population”, that is, not over 65, 

or with any underlying health conditions, such as diabetes, respiratory disease, or on-going cancer treat-

ments.  The Archdiocese is asking to keep our parishioners safe by asking for volunteers who are younger 

than 65 and are healthy with no underlying health conditions that would put your health at risk.   

For further information on the Reopening Directives and Training Documents, please check out this link, 

https://www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/reopening-training 
 

 Set-up Team:  Duties include ensuring that all supplies needed for each sacramental celebration/

gathering are ready for use; entrances and exits are marked and physically propped open prior to 

parishioner arrival and departure; windows are opened, etc. 

 Greeting Team:  Duties include assisting the flow of parishioners as they enter the Church, making sure 

that all use hand sanitizer upon entering, and are not ill.  They will ask that all parishioners wear face 

masks, and will direct people to appropriately spaced seating, etc. 

 Cleaning Team:  Duties include maintaining and cleaning essential and trafficked areas of the 

church before and after the church has been used.  Masks and gloves will be provided, if you do not 

have your own.  Cleaning and disinfecting supplies will be provided. 

(continued on page 4) 

http://www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/reopening


The Reopening Leadership Team and I will make sure that all volunteers are properly trained.  Please call me 

at the parish office at (847) 864-0333, ext. 204, and leave a message, or email me to indicate your willingness 

and ability to volunteer: kmccray@stmaryevanston.org  

 

Timing for Saint Mary Reopening 
 

The Reopening Leadership Team has already attended, or are in the process of participating in, a required 

webinar this week.  On Wednesday evening we had an impromptu meeting of those who had already com-

mitted to being part of the Leadership Team.  The recorded webinar, which will be required for all volunteers 

who will join the various teams, is now available online through the Archdiocese.  Once the parish volunteers 

complete the training, and once the parish puts all directives into action, we will submit our Reopening Certi-

fication Request, to be approved by the Archdiocese. 

 

Following our training and certification from the Archdiocese, Saint Mary Parish will open for these public sac-

ramental events, once the Reopening Leadership Team and I feel confident that we have the right quantity 

of volunteers in place to make a safe opening possible.  Again, the need for parishioner volunteers cannot 

be overstated. 

 

The guidelines and measures required to reopen are designed to protect the well-being of parishioners and 

community.  Our collective patience, our willingness to help and care for others as we move back into our 

sacramental life, will be a demonstration of our unity and love for one another. 

 

May God grant you His gentle and healing peace during these difficult times, and as Pope Francis recently 

addressed how we are to move through this pandemic, he said, “Let us be gentle with each other,”, and let 

us recognize each other as brothers and sisters in love and humility. 

 

Fr. Kevin 
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On Reopening Our Church 
(continued from page 3) 

A Prayer for Protection in Time of Pandemic 
 

O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.  

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,  

who,at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain while remaining steadfast in faith.  
 

O loving Mother, you know what we need, and we are confident you will provide for us as at Cana in Galilee. 

Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, the Divine Physician,  

for those who have fallen ill, for those who are vulnerable, and for those who have died.  

Intercede also for those charged with protecting the health and safety of others  

and for those who are tending to the sick and seeking a cure.  
 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father  

and to do as we are told by Jesus, who took upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows,  

so as to lead us, through the Cross, to the glory of the Resurrection.  
 

Amen.  
 

Under thy protection we seek refuge, O Holy Mother of God.  

In our needs, despise not our petitions, but deliver us always from all dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Amen.  
 

Adapted from the prayer of Pope Francis  

Knights of Columbus 

mailto:kmccray@stmaryevanston.org
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Saint John Paul II, GREAT APOSTLE OF LIFE AND MERCY 

RESPECT LIFE 

May 18 marked the centenary of the birth of Saint John Paul II.  He was a singular 

apostle of life and herald of God’s mercy.   

 

About Life 

 
The Saint’s message about life centered on the proposition that every human being 

has inherent, indestructible dignity worthy of respect and protection.  This teaching 

cogently critiques postmodern behaviors which offend that dignity.  Among them are 

abortion, physician assisted suicide, human embryo experimentation, deconstruction 

of marriage, the treatment of workers as commodities, indifference to poverty and the denial of religious free-

dom, to name a very few. 

 

John Paul argued that permanent truths about right and wrong, including about acts which affect the sa-

credness of human life, exist, can be known by man and should guide human behavior.  In doing this, he con-

tested the rising tide of radical relativism which insists there are no objective truths and that each of us may 

fabricate truth to our own liking. 

 

About Mercy
 

John Paul’s message about divine mercy was no less consequential.  Last week Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

remarked on this in a letter written on the occasion of the centenary. https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/

news/full-text-benedict-xvis-letter-marking-st-john-paul-iis-birth-centenary-20198 

 

When Karol Wojtyla ascended to Peter’s Chair in 1978, he was, Benedict’s says, confronted with the ultimate 

question of the very “existence of the Church Herself” but by virtue of his pontificate proved to be “a liberat-

ing restorer”, especially from “doubt and uncertainty” sown by some within the Church in the West. 

 

The hallmark of this restoration, the letter proposes, was John Paul’s emphasis on God’s mercy. 
   

Throughout his life, the Pope sought to subjectively appropriate the objective center of Chris-

tian faith, the doctrine of salvation, and to help others to make it theirs. Through the resurrected 

Christ, God’s mercy is intended for every individual. . . .  It is . . . indispensable for everyone to 

know that in the end God’s mercy is stronger than our weakness. 

 

Benedict adds: 
 

[A]t this point, the inner unity of the message of John Paul II and the basic intentions of Pope 

Francis can also be found: John Paul II is not the moral rigorist as some have partially portrayed 

him. With the centrality of divine mercy, he gives us the opportunity to accept moral require-

ment for man, even if we can never fully meet it. Besides, our moral endeavors are made in the 

light of divine mercy, which proves to be a force that heals for our weakness. 

 

It is fitting that all who work for life and proclaim the illimitable mercy of God rejoice in these contributions by 

Saint John Paul and pray for his continued help in the cause.  

 

 

Life Empowers: Pro-Life is Pro-Woman 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/full-text-benedict-xvis-letter-marking-st-john-paul-iis-birth-centenary-20198
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/full-text-benedict-xvis-letter-marking-st-john-paul-iis-birth-centenary-20198


About Mass Intentions 
 

Every time we celebrate the Mass, we unite our 

prayer with one another for one another. You can 

request that a priest offer your personal intentions 

at a Mass. You are not buying the grace of the 

Mass; you are making an offering and the priest 

accepts that offering, committing himself to cele-

brate a mass according to your intentions. 
 

An intention is often to recommend the soul of a 

deceased person, but it may also be for the per-

sonal intentions of the living. Sometimes people 

request an intention for someone who is physically 

or mentally ill or for someone going through a par-

ticularly difficult time. Some people request the 

intention of a mass in thanksgiving or in celebra-

tion, such as for a birthday or wedding anniver-

sary. You will notice in the publication of the Mass 

Intentions that there is a cross, printed in front of 

some of the names; this indicates that the inten-

tion of the Mass is for a deceased person. 
 

Requesting a Mass Intention During This Time That 

The Parish Center Is Closed:  

You may request a Mass Intention by calling the 

parish office (847) 864-0333 and leaving a mes-

sage in the office voicemail or by sending your 

request via email to office@stmaryevanston.org 

and sending the stipend/offering to: St. Mary Par-

ish, 1012 Lake Street, Evanston IL 60201 – please 

indicate “Mass Stipend” & the requested date in 

the memo line. You may request simply the next 

available date or a specific date. Please indicate 

if the intention is for someone who is deceased or 

if it is for someone living, and if there is a reason, 

(Example:  Birthday, Anniversary, Special Intention, 

Thanksgiving) During this time of the Corona Virus 

Outbreak, only one Mass will be offered each day. 
 

From the Archdiocesan Policy Book IV,  

The Sanctifying Office of the Church  

“In the established tradition of the Church, the 

faithful, moved by an ecclesial and religious 

sense, join to the Eucharistic sacrifice a kind of 

sacrifice of their own, as a way of taking part 

more intensely.” 
 

“Consistent with the determination of the bishops 

of the Province of Chicago, the ordinary offering 

to be made for the celebration and application of 

a Mass in the Archdiocese of Chicago is $10.” 
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Weekend of May 10 2020 $1,390.00 

Monthly Offering $10,040.00 
 

Our Year to Date Income 

  As of May 10 (46 out of 52 weeks) $322,686.00 
 

Our Year to Date Goal (46/52 weeks) $361,790.00 

Difference + or (-) ($39,104.00) 

Use our parish code: IL372 when enrolling. 

Safe Secure 

Online Giving 

 

Go to  

faithdirect.net 

mailto:office@stmaryevanston.org


 www.stmaryevanston.org Page 7 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO SERVE, FOR THEIR 

FAMILIES AND FOR PEACE 
 

 2nd Lieutenant Patrick Benn, U.S. Marine 

Corps, son of Kathy & Adrian Benn 
 CDR Edward Carlton, U.S. Navy, son of Caroline 

& Frank Carlton  

 2nd Lieutenant Henry L. Clark, U.S. Air Force, son 

of Gayle & Dan Clark 

 Airman Lindsey Foley, U.S. Air Force, niece of 

Chris Foley  

 Cadet Helen Hitt, U.S. Air Force Academy, 

daughter of Stephanie & John Hitt 

 Lt. Daniel Kozicki, U.S. Navy, nephew of Linda 

O’Dwyer  

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK, ESPECIALLY …  
 

 Jane Folden Jeffrey Anderson 

 Fr. Brian Walker Sister Betty Bowen 

 Shirley Brouwer Kevin Gillen 

 Mary Morrow Fran Delaney

 Maxandre Balthazar Elaine Pollack

  

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED, 

ESPECIALLY ... 
 

Stan Cadet, son of Marie Cadet 

Hecky Powell 

Patrick DeFreeuw Frances Johnson 

JOIN POPE FRANCIS IN PRAYER 
 

Our Holy Father has designated May as a month 

to pray: “We pray that deacons, faithful in their 

service to the Word and to the poor, may be an 

invigorating symbol for the entire Church.” 
 

Join the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network 

(popesprayerusa.net) 

Sunday, May 24 — Ascension of the Lord 

 

  For Our Parishioners 

  Marianne Lisowski 

 

Monday, May 25 

 

  Deacon Melvin Both 

  Active & Deceased Members of the 

  U.S. Military 

 

Tuesday, May 26 

 

  Rev. Larry Choate, O.S.M. 

 

Wednesday, May 27 

 

  Patrick DeFreeuw 

 

Thursday, May 28 

 

  Jacqueline Sulton, Birthday Blessings 

 

Friday, May 29 

 

  Pope Francis’ Intention for May 

  “That deacons, faithful in their service to 

the Word and to the poor, may  be an 

invigorating symbol for the entire Church” 

 

Saturday, May 30 

 

  Frank Kowalczyk 

 

Sunday, May 31 — Pentecost Sunday 

 

  For Our Parishioners 

  Brigham Siton 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Tune in to our Parish  

YouTube Channel for Daily Mass 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCrHFC5MpGVi-26PQuX55h2w  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrHFC5MpGVi-26PQuX55h2w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrHFC5MpGVi-26PQuX55h2w



