Saint Mary Parish
January 2, 2022 — Epiphany of the Lord

This Week at Saint Mary’s
Sunday, January 2—Epiphany of the Lord
Masses at 8:00, t 9:30 & 11:00 a.m., No Saturday 5:00 p.m. Mass;
No Reconciliation Saturday afternoon

Saint Mary Parish
Established 1865

A Community of Faith
and Service in Christ

PARISH CENTER HOURS
1012 Lake Street, Evanston IL 60201
(847) 864-0333
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Father Kevin McCray
Pastor, ext 204
kmccray@stmaryevanston.org

The Parish Center Office Is Closed
Monday, January 3, 2022

St. Mary’s Black Catholics Discussion Group
Our discussions will resume on Wednesday, January 19, 2022
2:00 p.m. on Wednesdays via Zoom
Contact Shannon Ambroise, MAPS for the link
shannon@UCYM.org

Morning Rosary during the Christmas Season
Thursday, January 6, at 8:30 a.m. via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83232361314?
pwd=V0MyaHlDYVJWT2dNck9UWXhqR3p6QT09

Father Tony Joseph
Associate Pastor, ext. 212
Deacon Dennis Robak, ext. 209
drobak@stmaryevanston.org
Deacon Ramon & Julia Navarro, x202
rnavarro@stmaryevanston.org
jnavarro@stmaryevanston.org
Director of Music & Liturgy
Dianne Fox, ext. 210
dfox@stmaryevanston.org
Director of Faith Formation
Karie Ferrell, ext. 203
kferrell@stmaryevanston.org
Director of Operations
Leticia Montoya, ext. 201
lmontoya@stmaryevanston.org
Dr. Molly Cinnamon
Principal, Pope John XXIII School
(847) 475-5678
molly.cinnamon@popejohn23.org
James Holzhauer-Chuckas ObSB
Senior Director, UCYM
United Catholic Youth Ministry
(847) 719-0971 ext. 1
james@ucym.org
Saint Vincent de Paul Society
(847) 869-6134

Weekly Prayer & Worship
Sacrament of Reconciliation
No Reconciliation on Saturday, January 1

Weekday Mass Schedule
Mondays-Saturdays 8:00 a.m. in the Church
Daily Mass, recorded from our parish Chapel
Sunday-Saturday on our parish YouTube channel by 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Morning Rosary
7:30 a.m. before the 8:00 a.m. Mass, in the Church

Sunday Mass Schedule
No 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass on January 1
Sunday Masses at 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. in Church

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Sunday afternoons, 3:00-6:00 p.m. in the church
Friday mornings, 8:30-10:00 a.m. in the church
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We are Christians,
not for own sake, but for others.
Father Tony Joseph, Associate Pastor

THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY
Our Christmas celebration began with the shepherds on the hill country going over to
Bethlehem to visit the new born King of the Jews and ends with the arrival there of the Magi in all their splendor. What attracts our attention is that they made their journey guided by a mysterious star, which stopped
at an out of the way place with no visible signs of royalty. They worshipped the child Jesus in simplicity and
joy offering him gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Thereby recognized the divinity and humanity of Jesus that He
is both God and Man at the same time. Life was never the same after that discovery. Christ made all the
difference to them, transforming their souls, calling them out of darkness into his own wonderful light.
The story of the visit of the Magi to Bethlehem has a relevance that holds true in every age. It symbolizes the
religious journey of all people, who are seeking God, using a glimmer of faith to point the way forward. The
search for the truth always involves leaving the comfort and security of previously held positions and views
and facing the unknown. It requires courage, determination and hope as the journey will be long and the
pathway lined with failure, doubt, and confusion. Deep down in our lives there is an uneasiness and a yearning for freedom and happiness, which can only be fulfilled when we experience the presence of God.
Like the Magi we are called to search and to discover the presence of Christ in our lives. It is an on-going relationship, which cannot be programmed, labelled or packaged. What is important is to be open and receptive in order to read the signs of the times. Christ is being born every day in our lives. Nevertheless, although
God has come to us we shall find him only if we search for him, only if we set out on a journey to meet him as
the Magi did.
Christ is to be encountered in the most unusual and varied of places. He can be found in the smile of a child,
in the painful suffering of a sick person, in the bitter tears of a poor man or woman, and in the happiness of a
newly-wed. Whenever we look into the eyes of another person, we are gazing into the eyes of Christ. The
same is true of our shared communications. When we meet other people, we may not have gold, frankincense or myrrh to bring them, but we can offer the priceless treasure of the presence of Christ in us. We are
Christians, not for our own sakes, but for others. The Feast of the Magi teaches that the faith is for sharing.
God has called and given us the task of showing his Son to every one we meet.
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Hello My Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Happy New Year!
The Epiphany of the Lord---A journey to an unknown destination; seeking a future king of a foreign
people; avoiding the entanglements of a current murderous tyrant.
Sounds like a story line from a cheap thriller---and it all starts with leaving the comfort and security of
home---and facing the unknown with only a little information.
And that is the beginning of many of the journeys started throughout the Bible. Called out by God,
Abram is told to leave his homeland and is promised descendants more numerous than the stars.
Noah is told to build an ark, to gather his family and animals, to survive a flood---and to start again in
a new place with God’s promise that the survivors were his people, and he was their God!
After the Israelites escape Egypt, God leads his people for 40 years through the desert, until they
reached the land promised to flow with milk and honey.
And for us Christians, we are sent to go out and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the four corners
of the earth. Journey, travel, a little information, and preparation for a trip where the road is not always clear. We are challenged to not let ourselves be distracted, misled, and end up going down
wrong roads.
So we should be able to empathize with the Magi. Foreigners seeking to pay homage to the new
King of the Jews—how strange! Surely there is an easier way to get to Heaven!
As we start our individual journey in the New Year, we too have little information, with only a scant
sense of where we might be headed as we travel through 2022. But since our baptism, we have
been on a road back to God. We are fed by God’s Word, and we are fed by the Eucharist---the
body, and blood, and the Holy Spirit---it will continue to be an adventure.
My wish for you and your family is a journey of peace, of hope, and fulfillment. All of this can be
found in the embrace of a God who loves us and won’t leave us to die. Bon Voyage!
In Christ’s Christmas Peace,
Fr. Kevin
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A Church On The Move
Has Been Our Theme
A day-long retreat (picture right) on Sunday, June 27,
was such a moving experience that three of the participants, Leah Filipek, Carolyn Buford, and Deb Kreuger, got together with Karie Ferrell and planned a
two-day overnight retreat at Mundelein Seminary
(picture below), August 20-22.

Theology Uncorked: A three-part series of discussions ... 1)St. Joseph, 2)Spiritual Alzheimer’s, and 3)Eucharist …
over wine and cheese. Photos below: Father Kevin kicked off the series, each evening’s attendance varied,
but overall 32 people participated over the three evenings!

Dr. Michael Burns, Cat Fujiwara, Andrea
Meraz, Ray Heenay, Amna Sorbun, Ammar Ahmed Lauren Leinart, Dr. Joe Vukov

Parishioner, Dr.
Joseph Vukov, and
his colleague Dr.
Michael Burns, from
Loyola University,
brought five of their
students from their
combined biology
& philosophy class
to end our 3-part
Advent series with
a discussion of
what it means to
be human and the
moral implications
of current scientific
discoveries.

WE’RE BACK!
Since we re-opened, St. Mary’s is busy
and adult faith formation
gatherings are back on the calendar!




All the events you see pictured



Candlelight Rosaries in November
and December



A Men’s Study Group and a
Women’s Faith Sharing Group are
meeting in-person again.

Rosary in our Zoom Prayer Space
through the Christmas Season

Look for more events this winter and
spring!

www.stmaryevanston.org

Page 5

Young Adult Ministries

A Big, Big Thanks
The regnant self-centered culture has persuaded many to ignore the calls of
charity and solidarity. Not so at St. Mary’s. Our parishioners are generous, even
in pandemic. Through the Giving Tree, year after year they support children of
crisis pregnancies and their mothers. May our good givers be richly blessed as
we celebrate another child of a crisis pregnancy, the Divine Child.

A New Year, A New Gift to Our Parish:
Have You “Insured” Our Parish?
A life insurance gift is a powerful and simple way to provide future support for our parish. Here are two ways to give a gift of life
insurance to Saint Mary Parish.
 Name our parish as a beneficiary of the policy. Simply update your beneficiary designation form with your policy holder
and list the beneficiary as: St. Mary Parish, The Catholic Bishop of
Chicago, a Corporation Sole”
You can name our parish as the primary beneficiary for a percentage or a specific amount, or make us
the contingent beneficiary so that we will receive the balance of your policy only if your primary beneficiary doesn't survive you. This is a great option if you want to have access to the cash value of the policy if
you ever need it or if you want to retain the right to change the beneficiaries of a policy depending on
family circumstances.


Make an outright gift of an existing policy. You can irrevocably name our parish as owner and beneficiary
of a policy with accumulated cash value that you and your family no longer need. You qualify for a federal income tax charitable deduction when you itemize on your taxes. Also, if you continue to pay premiums
on the policy, each payment is tax deductible as a charitable gift, if you itemize.

For more information on making a gift of life insurance to our parish, we recommend you consult with your financial planner, attorney or insurance representative. Please contact Krystina M. Campbell, Planned Giving
Officer, Archdiocese of Chicago at 312.534.5404 or kcampbell@archchicago.org with any additional questions.
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We Pray for One Another & the World
Mass Intentions
Every mass that is offered is offered for the
needs and intentions of someone. You
can request that we support you in your
intentions and your needs.
Contact the Parish Office to request a
mass be offered for someone you know
that is in need of prayer, for your own intentions, or for the repose of someone’s
soul. The stipend is $10.
Sunday, January 2 — Epiphany of the Lord
8:00  John Premo
9:30  Bazile Smith
 Claire Judy Smith
 Mary Judy
11:00
Our Parishioners
12:30
Haitian Mass
Monday, January 3
8:00
Encouragement for those who
seek to make changes in their
lives in this new year
Tuesday, January 4-St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
8:00
Increase in vocations to
consecrated religious life
Wednesday, January 5-St. John Neumann
8:00
For those suffering from
religious discrimination and
persecution

We pray for those who are sick,
especially …
Dee Dee Regaledo
Stan and Dianna Owen

Jerry Rosemond
Vickie McCray

We pray for those who have died,
especially …
Oliver Leopold
Randal Przybylski
Have a name to add or remove?
Email Dianne Fox: dfox@stmaryevanston.org

We pray for those who serve,
for their families and for peace
 1st Lieutenant Patrick Benn, U.S. Marine Corps, son of Kathy &
Adrian Benn
 CDR Edward Carlton, U.S. Navy, son of Caroline & Frank
Carlton
 1st Lieutenant Henry L. Clark, U.S. Air Force, son of Gayle &
Dan Clark
 Airman Lindsey Foley, U.S. Air Force, niece of Chris Foley
 1st Cadet Helen Hitt, U.S. Air Force Academy, daughter of
Stephanie & John Hitt
 Lt. Daniel Kozicki, U.S. Navy, nephew of Linda O’Dwyer

Thursday, January 6
9:00  Gail Lavis
Friday, January 7
8:00
Those who are sick
Saturday, January 8
8:00
Those who are unemployed or
underemployed
Sunday, January 9—Baptism of the Lord
Sat. 5:00

Deceased Members of the
Dorothy Morgan Family
8:00  John & Joan Premo
9:30
Our Parishioners
11:00
Alan & Margaret Sullivan
12:30
Haitian Mass

We join our Holy Father,
Pope Francis, In Prayer
The Holy Father has designated January as a
month to pray for true human fraternity.
“We pray for all those suffering from religious
discrimination and persecution; may their own
rights and dignity be recognized, which
originate from being brothers and sisters in the
human family.
Join the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network: popesprayerusa.net
which addresses the challenges facing humanity. We pray and
work to meet the challenges of the world identified by the Pope,
while walking a spiritual path called the “Way of the Heart.”
www.stmaryevanston.org
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