Saint Mary Parish: Introducing Our News Priests
August 7, 2022—19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

From Blaise Cardinal Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago
Dear Father Lokpo,
Upon presentation by your Provincial Superior, the Reverend Ruffino Exama, MCCJ and pursuant to the requirements of canon law and our regulations, I am pleased to confirm your appointment as Pastor of Saint
Nicholas-Saint Mary Parish, 805 Ridge Avenue in Evanston, Illinois, effective July 1, 2022 in accordance with
canon 969, you are granted the appropriate faculties of the Archdiocese of Chicago for the duration of your
assignment at Saint Nicholas-Saint Mary Parish.

Father Jean Philippe Koudjo Kunegbodzi Lokpo, Pastor
Fr. Jean Philippe, born in Togo (West Africa), was ordained a priest on December 18, 2012,
after studying theology at Catholic Theological Union. He served in the Comboni Missionaries
Province of South Africa from 2011 to 2019. He then did a Spiritual Renewal course in Rome
and was assigned to the North American Province in 2021. Fr. Jean Philippe speaks English,
French, Italian and a South African language.

Father José Manuel Sanchez Ortiz, Associate Pastor
Father José Ortiz, born in Cardenas in the Diocese of Tabasco (Mexico), was ordained a
priest on August 21, 1999. He also studied theology at the Catholic Theological Union in
Chicago. He served in Mexico (1999-2005) in the Province of Central America (2006-2015),
Mexico (2015-2019), Sabbatical in Rome (219-2020). He was assigned to the North American
Province from July 1, 2021. He speaks English, Spanish, and Italian.
Fr Ortiz hadn’t received his letter from Cardinal Cupich in time for us to quote it in this bulletin.

From the desk of the Pastor:
It is said, “Finding serenity in the process is accepting that things won’t go as planned and will unfold in their
own time and that the greatest gifts in life will be the ones worth waiting for.”
My dear people of God,
I am very much aware of the excitement and the anxiety about the long-awaited naming of the new pastor
(Rev Jean-Philippe Lokpo) and the associate (Rev. Jose Manuel Ortiz) to the parishes of St. Mary and St. Nicholas and for the slow start of the process of the unification of our two parishes and the revitalization of our pastoral activities.
Due to some bureaucratic red tape, the process took longer than expected before being finalized to have
your pastor and his associate being officially named. You have a right to feel anxious about the apparent
silence regarding the whole process concerning the life of the parish. We get it! And, we really appreciate
your patience and especially your wonderful welcome that has been expressed in many ways toward us
Now that everything is in the right place, we are ready to hit the ground running, to start the process of unification and moving forward pastorally in these beautiful parishes, St. Mary and St. Nicholas. We are all in this
together and we will succeed by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“A holy moment is a single moment in which you open yourself to God. You make yourself available to Him.
You set aside personal preference and self-interest, and for one moment you do what you prayerfully believe
God is calling you to do” Holy Moments; Matthew Kelly, p 35-36
This is our Holy Moment in St. Mary and St. Nicholas!
God bless you all
Rev. Jean-Philippe Lokpo, Pastor

This Week at Saint Mary’s
Haitian Mass
Sunday, August 7, 12:30 p.m. in the Church (French/Creole)

St. Mary’s Black Catholics Discussion Group

Saint Mary Parish
Established 1865

A Community of Faith
and Service in Christ

PARISH CENTER HOURS
1012 Lake Street, Evanston IL 60201
(847) 864-0333
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Pastor
Fr. Jean Philippe Lokpo, ext 204
klokpo@archchicago.org
Available at our St. Mary site
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
Associate Pastor
Fr. Jose Manuel Ortiz, ext. 209
Director of Faith Formation
Karie Ferrell, ext. 203
kferrell@archchicago.org
Director of Music & Liturgy
Dianne Fox, ext. 210
dfox@archchicago.org
Business Manager
Leticia Montoya, ext. 201
lmontoya@archchicago.org
Deacon Ramon & Julia Navarro, x202
rnavarro@archchicago.org
Dr. Molly Cinnamon
Principal, Pope John XXIII School
(847) 475-5678
molly.cinnamon@popejohn23.org
James Holzhauer-Chuckas ObSB
Senior Director, UCYM
United Catholic Youth Ministry
(847) 719-0971 ext. 1
james@ucym.org

Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom
Contact Shannon Ambroise: stmaryevanstonbc@gmail.com
for upcoming topics and the link to this week’s meeting.

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
Tuesday, August 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center

Unification Team Meeting
Wednesday, August 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the Gathering Space

St. Mary’s Quilters Ministry
Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. in the Gathering Space of the Church
No registration required. No experience necessary. All materials
provided in kits.

Esprit d’Amour Charismatic Prayer Group
Fridays at 7:30 p.m. in the Church (French/Creole)

Weekly Prayer & Worship
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays, 4:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s, before the 5:00 PM Mass
Saturdays, 3:30 p.m. at St. Nicholas, before the 4:30 PM Mass

Weekday Mass Schedule
Mondays-Saturdays 8:00 a.m. in St. Mary Church
Monday, Wednesday-Saturday 8:00 a.m. in St. Nick’s Chapel
Friday’s 8:00 a.m. Mass is Bilingual in St. Nick’s Chapel
Tuesdays, at 8:15 a.m. in St. Nicholas Church

Weekly Rosary
Saturdays at 7:30 a.m. in St Mary Church before 8:00 a.m. Mass

Saturday Holy Hour
Saturdays at 7:30 a.m. before the 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Nick’s

Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. at St. Mary
At St. Nicholas: Saturday, 4:30 p.m. (English), Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
(Spanish), 10:15 a.m. (English) & 1:00 p.m. (Spanish)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at
St. Mary Church
Sunday afternoons, 3:00-6:00 p.m.
Friday mornings, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass until 10:00 a.m.
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Renew My Church: Announcing The Naming Process
Dear St. Mary and St. Nicholas Parishioners,
We are excited to announce that the naming process will begin for our
combined parishes. We will begin to take suggestions on the weekend of
August 13-14. On these days during all Sunday masses there will be suggestion sheets available in the bulletin and around the whole parish. On
these you will give a new name suggestion with a reason why you chose
the name.

What names are appropriate for parishes?
The name of a new parish should be a title of Christ under a title already
accepted in the liturgy or that speaks to a mystery in His life; the Blessed
Virgin Mary under a title already accepted in the liturgy; the Trinity; the
Holy Spirit; one of the angels; or a canonized saint.

Is there any special guidance for proposing a new name for
a new parish from Cardinal Cupich?
Yes, Cardinal Cupich has asked that newly united parishes do not consider a name that is already in use as
the name of a parish, school, mission, agency or shrine in the archdiocese. The name for the new parish
should have a feast day for the new parish to celebrate. Please consult the updated Directory of the Chicago
Archdiocese at https://www.archchicago.org/documents/70111/70558/Parish+Directory.pdf/b302c7ae-70394647-a9d4-0ac9fe5448d7

Could the name of the new parish be the name of one of the current parishes?
Normally newly formed parishes will receive new names. However, in some circumstances the Cardinal may
decide to retain the name of one of the parishes for the name of the newly formed parish.
Could the name of the new parish combine both existing parish names such as Holy Name and St. Mary?
There is no hard and fast rule about this, but often there are advantages to choose a new name for the new
community. New beginnings often call for new names. There are examples in the diocese of the new parish
reflecting the names of the uniting parishes. On the Near North Side, the parish is Immaculate Conception and
St. Joseph Parish. In Northbrook, the parish is St. Norbert and Our Lady of the Brook.

Who will choose the name of the parish?
Cardinal Cupich, after receiving input from the community, will name the new parish community. Ordinarily,
Cardinal Cupich will receive 3 - 5 names for consideration from the community. It is possible he may choose a
name outside of the names submitted for his consideration.

Who will be involved in giving suggestions about the new parish name?
The Naming Team, created by the pastors, will lead a prayerful process which will generate names and rationale for the naming of the parish. Parish leaders and parishioners will be invited to express a preference for
the name of the new parish entity.

Will our church building have a new name?
No. Once a church building is dedicated, it keeps its name. For instance, in Waukegan, the united parish is
named: Most Blessed Trinity Parish with three worship sites: Holy Family, Immaculate Conception and Queen of
Peace.
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Introducing The Unification Team Members from St. Mary Parish
See the bulletin insert for the biographies of the Unification Team members from St. Nicholas.

Shelley Benson has been a faithful parishioner of Saint Mary Parish, Evanston since 1985.
Along with her husband Jon, they have raised their family here with their three children,
Joe, Mike, and Jillian. Their children were altar servers, went through confirmation, celebrated a wedding, had grandchildren baptized, and more at Saint Mary’s. This has truly been a
home parish for the Benson family.
Shelley has served on Parish Council a number of terms, chaired the Building and Renovation committee during the 1999-2004 renovation project, currently serves on the Arts and
Environment team, and is the coordinator for the Eucharistic Ministers ministry.
Kathy Benn has been a parishioner with St. Mary’ since the early 80’s. She has been active
in the religious education program as a teacher and has also participated in the parish by
lecturing and engagement with the Parish Council. Kathy has worked in Sales and Account Management in the Healthcare industry as her career, and she resides in Evanston
with her husband Adrian. They have a son Patrick who is currently an officer with the Marines.
Dominic Hilaire has been a parishioner of St. Mary's practically all of his life; He was part of
the last graduating class of St. Mary school. He is involved in several ministries as Usher, Lector, Adoration, Art and Environment, and the Building and Grounds Committee as well as
others that he was involved with in the past. St. Mary's is definitely part of his life where he is
privileged not only to attend the mass but to be able to see other parishioners on a weekly
basis whom he considers family and enjoy the beautiful choir. It's definitely an honor to be a
part of wonderful diverse community where it's very welcoming to all and you feel like you
are truly part of a family.
Rita and Mike Kendrick have been parishioners at St. Mary for about 8 years. They have two
children right now ages 6 and 4. Mike is Principal at St James school in Arlington Heights.
Rita has been a Catholic school teacher but now is mostly home with the kids and does
some work from home. We live in the community and sometimes walk to St Mary. We are so
happy to be more involved in this parish that we love.
Mike Borman and his wife Ruth have been going to St Mary's for about 18 years, first while
living in Rogers Park and then while living in Skokie. Our only child Sophia was baptized at St
Mary's and is now in her second year of college. I have been active in St Mary ministries
about 15 years as Eucharistic Minister, Lector, 3 rd Grade Catechist, and as member and currently chair of the Parish Council.
Karen & Chris Miller, originally from the DC area, moved to Chicago in 2011 and then to Evanston in 2015. Soon after, they became members at St. Mary's Parish. They have participated in some Young Adults Group activities, which has been a great way to meet other members of the community. They have a three year old son, Joseph, who has an incredible energetic personality and keeps us busy! We love to garden, go on bike rides and walk along
the North Shore when the weather permits!
Paula and Tim Schmitt have been members of St. Mary for a long while, having gotten married there in 2009. They have two boys, Harland and Weston both baptized at St. Mary and
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Harland has received his first reconciliation and communion here. Both boys attended
Pope John 23 Preschool and are now currently enrolled in the religious education program.
Paula is a member of the St. Mary Art and Environment Committee and has taught religious education. Tim and Paula are both active volunteers in the community, serving as
Cub Scout leaders and frequent meal packers at Feed My Starving Children. Tim has been
an AYSO soccer coach and board member and Paula is on the PTA board at Orrington
Elementary School. Professionally, Tim is the CTO of a family investment office and Paula is
an independent graphic design consultant. They enjoy living in Evanston in their landmark
1920 house and doing home improvement projects in their spare time.
Jay Larmee has been a parishioner of St. Mary Parish since 1988. Along with his wife,
Marcia, they have raised three children who have received their sacraments at St.
Mary’s. Over the years Jay has been active in many of the parish’s ministries including
Parish Council, Soup Kitchen, Knights of Columbus, and
Religious Education. Perhaps most visibly, he is a regular usher at the 9:30 mass. Jay is
looking forward to helping in any way with this important project.

Karie Ferrell has been a member of the staff of Saint Mary Parish since July
2000 and in parish ministry since 1989. She has fulfilled a number of roles in
ministry through the years, director of religious education, adult faith formation, evangelization, youth ministry, webmaster, bulletin editor, hospitality. She has worked for the Office for Divine Worship, Archdiocese of Chicago, and has been an author for Liturgy Training Publications. She lives
here in Evanston and has two grown sons.

Deacon Ramon Navarro was ordained in 2006. He’s been married to his
wife, Julia, for 47 years. Together, they have ministered for 14 years at St.
Aloysius and came to St. Mary’s in 2019. Deacon Ramon celebrates baptisms here at St. Mary’s as well as St. Nick’s and he collaborates with
UCYM to celebrate quinceañeras. He also ministers at the altar and
preaches. He is a member of the Knights of Columbus. He and Julia also
organize social events and are passionate about social justice issues, especially Domestic Violence Awareness.

Who are the Comboni Missionaries:
Father Lokpo and Father Ortiz are members of the Comboni Missionaries.
The Comboni Missionaries are an international Catholic organization dedicated to
ministering to the world’s poorest and most abandoned people, often working in unstable political climates, in the midst of extreme poverty. In the North American Province (NAP), we minister to minority communities in various dioceses, while also supporting our overseas missions. Learn more at www.ComboniMissionaries.org.
facebook.com/ComboniMissionariesNorthAmericanProvince
twitter.com/ComboniNAP
instagram.com/combonimissionaries.
www.stmaryevanston.org
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Celebrate 157 Years of Saint Mary’s History
Saint Mary Parish
Established, August 15, 1865
Saturday, August 13
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
Blessing of Mary’s Garden &
Lemonade on the Lawn afterwards
Sunday, August 14
8:00 a.m. Mass
Lemonade on the Lawn Afterward
Sunday, August 14
9:30 a.m. Mass
Blessing of Mary’s Statue on the Lawn
Receptions & Activities afterwards
No 11:00 a.m. Mass

August 13/14—Our Anniversary Weekend
Sound System Update
Dianne Fox
In December 2021, thanks to your generosity with our To Teach Who Christ is Capital Campaign, we were able to place an order for the purchase of the equipment to upgrade our Sound System through Gand Music and Sound. At that time,
we were told that, due to “supply chain issues,” the earliest we might expect our
items would be the end of March. In the spring we were updated that it was looking more like May.
Last week I received an update that, while the majority of the pieces have arrived, they are still awaiting, in
particular, one crucial piece, which has a current ETA of November or December. Our representative told
me that there is always the hope that it might arrive earlier, since many items have "trickled in" ahead of
schedule!
Please know that this issue is not limited to Gand, and certainly not limited to our own church of St. Mary.
They have many churches, throughout denominations and the Archdiocese anxiously awaiting their orders
so that they can complete their sound upgrades.
I will continue to update you as I know more – in the meantime, please pray! Much to my surprise, I discovered that Saint Expeditus, while the Saint of Urgent Causes, is also the Patron Saint of parcel shipping!
"Ask and it will be given”
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We Pray for One Another & the World
Mass Intentions
Every mass that offered for the needs and
intentions of someone. You can request
that we support you in your intentions and
your needs.
Contact the Parish Office to request a
mass be offered for someone you know
that is in need of prayer, for your own intentions, or for the repose of someone’s
soul. The stipend is $10.

We pray for those who are sick,
especially …
Albin Michalowski
William Kitchens

Tonja Plomin
Hugo Smith

We pray for those who have died,
especially …
Have a name to add or remove?
Email Dianne Fox: dfox@archchicago.org

Sunday, August 7: 19th Sunday Ordinary
Time
Sat. 5:00
For Our Parishioners
 Abigail Spellman
 Nancy Spellman
Sun. 8:00
For the Pope’s Intentions
9:30
For small and medium sized
11:00
businesses that they may find
ways to continue operating and
serving their communities
12:30
Haitian Mass
Monday, August 8: St. Dominic
8:00  John Ferrell
Tuesday, August 9: St. Teresa Benedicta
8:00  Femi Martin Pedro
 Steve Pfeifer
Dammy Pedro, Thanksgiving
Giving Thanks for all the Blessings
Wednesday, August 10: St. Lawrence
8:00  Femi Martin Pedro
Thursday, August 11: St. Clare
8:00  Femi Martin Pedro
Friday, August 12: St. Jane Frances de
Chantal
8:00  Femi Martin Pedro
 Caesar Frondozo
Saturday, August 13: Sts Pontian & Hippolytus
8:00  Femi Martin Pedro
Vigil Mass for Sunday, August 14
5:00  Caesar Frondozo

We pray for those who serve,
for their families and for peace
 1st Lieutenant Patrick Benn, U.S. Marine Corps, son of Kathy
& Adrian Benn
 CDR Edward Carlton, U.S. Navy, son of Caroline & Frank
Carlton
 1st Lieutenant Henry L. Clark, U.S. Air Force, son of Gayle &
Dan Clark
 Airman Lindsey Foley, U.S. Air Force, niece of Chris Foley
 1st Cadet Helen Hitt, U.S. Air Force Academy, daughter of
Stephanie & John Hitt
 Lt. Daniel Kozicki, U.S. Navy, nephew of Linda O’Dwyer

We join our Holy Father,
Pope Francis, In Prayer
The Holy Father has designated August as a
month to pray for small and medium sized
business.
“We pray … that they may find ways to
continue operating and serving their
communities.
Join the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network:
popesprayerusa.net which addresses the challenges facing
humanity. We pray and work to meet the challenges of the
world identified by the Pope, while walking a spiritual path
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